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Report to Senate – Meeting of April 23, 2009 
 
 

Proposal to introduce the Drug Development and Human Toxicology (DDHT) 
stream in the existing Bachelor of Science 

 in Life Sciences in the Faculty of Arts and Science 
I n t r o d u c t i o n  
 
The proposal to introduce the Drug Development and Human Toxicology (DDHT) 
stream in the existing Bachelor of Science in Life Sciences in the Faculty of Arts and 
Science was reviewed by the Senate Committee on Academic Development (SCAD) at 
its meeting April 1, 2009.  T. Massey, Department Head in the Department of 
Pharmacology and Toxicology, and M. Adams, Undergraduate Chair in the Department 
of Pharmacology and Toxicology, attended the SCAD meeting to speak to the proposal 
and answer questions from members of SCAD.  Members of SCAD were also provided 
with the Program Approval Submission Form, which outlines the major components of 
the proposal. A copy of the proposal is attached to this report. 
 
A n a l y s i s  a n d  D i s c u s s i o n  
 
The following should be noted: 

• many graduates of the Life Sciences program enter industry or government well 
trained, however, the graduates feel they are lacking in experience related to the 
drug discovery process; 

• Health Canada and the pharmaceutical industry have both confirmed that having 
graduates with experience in this area would be beneficial; 

• the proposed DDHT stream would admit a maximum of 16 student who would 
enter the stream in fourth year and build on their existing Life Sciences training; 

• the proposed stream will be based on existing courses and two new ½ courses in 
Drug Discovery and Drug Development and Human Toxicology; 

• the proposed stream will admit 2/3 students currently studying in the Honours 
Life Sciences Research stream and 1/3 students from the existing Life Science 
program to benefit from cross fertilization and add to the learning experience; 

• graduates will pursue careers in government, biotechnology, and pharmaceutical 
and will be better prepared to enter graduate or professional school. 
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C o n c l u s i o n s / R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
 
Recommendation: 
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