


Can you believe THIS is math?

Math and Nature
Math and Nature Activity 2

Activity 2 - Trash Math - continued
• Determine which percent of the total amount of garbage each group composed. 

For example: If total garbage collected weighs 5 kgs and the weight of the recyclables col-
lected weighs 2 kgs, the percentage of garbage that is made up of recyclables is: 
                                                        
                                                            (2/5) x 100 = 40 %

• Create a circle graph or table to illustrate these results. Multiply the percent of total garbage 
collected by 360. Then divide the result by 100 to tell you how many degrees of a circle 
would be represented by that type of garbage.

        40 x 360 / 100 = 144

Group Weight % of Garbage 
Collected

Calculation 
% x 360

Degrees of 
Circle

Trash
Recylables
Compost
Other
Totals 100

 


