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PSYC 443: Intimate Relationships 

Territorial Acknowledgement: Queen’s University is situated on traditional Anishinaabe and 
Haudenosaunee Territory. To acknowledge this traditional territory is to recognize its longer 
history, one predating the establishment of the earliest European colonies. It is also to 
acknowledge this territory’s significance for the Indigenous peoples who lived, and continue to 
live, upon it – people whose practices and spiritualities were tied to the land and continue to 
develop in relationship to the territory and its other inhabitants today. The Kingston Indigenous 
community continues to reflect the area’s Anishinaabek and Haudenosaunee roots. There is 
also a significant Métis community and there are First Peoples from other Nations across Turtle 
Island present here today. 

Contacting me: 

mailto:jillian.oconnor@queensu.ca
https://calendly.com/drjoconnor/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.campusbookstore.com%2Flink.ashx%3Fid%3D5454%26ref%3D20529&data=05%7C01%7Cjillian.oconnor%40queensu.ca%7C38428c3aa0b8412f6fcf08dba7f010db%7Cd61ecb3b38b142d582c4efb2838b925c%7C1%7C0%7C638288421733027001%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9%2BALT2JE0OTuClfUMoaxYwH0For0pLVaSxC%2F7KMgItc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.mheducation.com/highered/product/intimate-relationships-miller/M9781260804263.html
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Seminar Presentation (15%): Students will be assigned a topic and will select and present (in-
class) an everyday example of a theory from that assigned topic. Examples may be drawn from 
real-world or fictional events (e.g., a song, scene from a book, film, or television). This 
presentation should include a critical analysis of the event in relation to theories from the 
assigned chapter. Presentations should be approximately 10 minutes in length, with 5-10 
minutes for discussion. Presenters are required prepare two questions for class discussion 
based on their presentation. Further detail will be discussed in-class and available onQ.  
 
Relationship Column Activities (42%): 

1. Relationship column questions (2 at 7% each): Students will write two questions 
directed towards a relationship column. The submission should demonstrate an 
understanding of how at least 3 specific course concepts can be observed and/or 
applied in everyday life. Submissions should be 250-500 words, including a brief 
description of how three course concepts are related to the question.  

2. Relationship column responses (2 at 14% each): Students will be assigned 2 questions 
during the term and will write a response to an anonymous relationship column 
question (see above) based on the theories and concepts covered in the course. The 
submission should demonstrate an understanding of how three specific course concepts 
can be applied in everyday life. Submissions should be no longer than 750 words, 
excluding the reference list. Assigned questions TBA. 

 
Group Research Proposal (28%): You will work in groups to write an APA style research proposal. 
This includes formulating a research question, a testable hypothesis, designing a study, 
hypothesized results, and potential implications. The proposal may be in any area related to the 
course, but may not focus on special populations (e.g., individuals diagnosed with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder). Each member of the group must be prepared to fully contribute to each component of 
the research proposal. The value of the written proposal is 20%, 3% of the group research project 
will be based on completion of a group contract, 2% will be based on completion of a project 
timeline, 3% of the group research proposal grade will be determined by peer evaluation. Students 
are responsible for keeping a record of their own contributions to the proposal, which may be 
requested by the instructor in the case of questions of a group member’s contribution. Inability to 
demonstrate sufficient contributions will result in a grade penalty of up to 100%. Further 
information will be posted onQ and discussed in class. 

 
onQ: Throughout the term, I will routinely post course news in the Announcements section of 
the course homepage. I encourage you to actively check the course onQ main page for course 
announcements throughout the semester for reminders and additional course information or 
learning opportunities. If you have general questions about anything in the course and that 
your question may benefit other students, you are invited to post your question in the Course 
Questions discussion forum. Feel free to help answer your peers' questions on this forum.  
 
Queen's Email: The university communicates with students via Queen’s email. Please check 
your email regularly to ensure you do not miss important information related to your course. 
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Assessment of Learning Outcomes: Your grade in this course will be calculated based on your 
performance on the assessments as documented in this syllabus. There are no other 
opportunities for credit other than those documented in this syllabus. Grades on assessments 
are allocated based upon demonstrated mastery of the materials and skills as evaluated by the 
instructor. Students must participate in the course, complete the seminar presentation, group 
research proposal, and 1 of 2 relationship column questions and responses in order to pass the 
course. These are essential requirements.  
 
Please note, the grading rubrics in this course have been created to help guide you toward 
success on this assignment, highlighting key criteria essential to your success; however, the 
marking rubric is not an exhaustive list of success criteria. While the teaching team will be 
providing marks on this assignment using the criteria outlined in the marking rubric, the 
teaching team reserves the right to provide feedback that is not always explicitly stated in the 
marking criteria, should circumstances warrant. Please review the marking rubric in detail and 
connect with the teaching team if you have any questions. 
 
It is essential that written submissions are composed with university-level writing, including 
spelling and grammar. Quality of writing, including spelling and grammar, is graded according to 
the assignment rubrics. Written assignments are designed so that there is sufficient time for 
students to review and correct their writing prior to the published deadlines. Please take 
advantage of the following resources to ensure your submission satisfies this essential 
requirement: 
Academic English Skills: https://sass.queensu.ca/resources/academic-english-skills 
Asynchronous Feedback Service: eal.sass@queensu.ca 
Peer Writing Assistants: https://sass.queensu.ca/appointments 
Professional Writing Consultants: https://sass.queensu.ca/appointments 
 
Grading Method: All components of this course will receive numerical percentage marks.  
The final grade you receive for the course will be derived by converting your numerical course 
average to a letter grade according to Queen’s Official Grade Conversion Scale:  
 

Grade 
Numerical Course 
Average (Range) 

     A+ 90-100 
     A 85-89 
     A- 80-84 
     B+ 77-79 
     B 73-76 
     B- 70-72 
     C+ 67-69 
     C 63-66 
     C- 60-62 
     D+ 57-59 
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     D 53-56 
     D- 50-52 
     F      49 and below 

 
 
Assignment submission & Late assignments: All assignments are submitted through the course 
onQ. Assignments that are “completed” but not properly submitted by the deadline are not 
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values expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for the "freedom of inquiry 
and exchange of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University (see the Senate Report 
on Principles and Priorities). 
 
Students are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the regulations concerning academic 
integrity and for ensuring that their assignments and their behaviour conform to the principles 
of academic integrity. Information on academic integrity is available in the Arts and Science 
Calendar (see Academic Regulation 1), on the Arts and Science website, and from the instructor 
of this course. Departures from academic integrity include plagiarism, use of unauthorized 
materials, facilitation, forgery and falsification, and are antithetical to the development of an 
academic community at Queen's. Given the seriousness of these matters, actions which 
contravene the regulation on academic integrity carry sanctions that can range from a warning 
or the loss of grades on an assignment to the failure of a course to a requirement to withdraw 
from the university. Issues of academic integrity that are particularly relevant to this course are 
as follows (adapted from https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-
integrity):  

1. Plagiarism: Presenting another's ideas or phrasings as one's own without proper 
acknowledgement. For example: Copying and pasting from the internet, a printed 
source, or other resource without proper acknowledgement, copying from another 
student, using direct quotations or large sections of paraphrased material in an 
assignment without appropriate acknowledgement, or submitting the same piece of 
work in more than one course without the permission of the instructor(s). 
 
Regardless of how and where you retrieve information, the principles of academic 
integrity apply. Please visit these helpful websites to help you make sure that you are 
able to write things in your own words: 

�ƒ https://www.queensu.ca/academicintegrity/students/avoiding-

plagiarismcheating 
�ƒ https://integrity.mit.edu/handbook/academic-writing/avoiding-

plagiarism-paraphrasing 

�ƒ http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/QPA_paraphrase.html 

2.  Use of unauthorized materials, such as possessing or using unauthorized study 
materials or aids during a test copying from another's test paper, using unauthorized 
calculator or other aids during a test, unauthorized removal of materials from the 
library, or deliberate concealment of library materials.  

3. Facilitation: Enabling another's breach of academic integrity, such as by making 
information available to another student, knowingly allowing one's essay or assignment 
to be copied by someone else, buying or selling of term papers or assignments and 
submitting them as one's own for the purpose of plagiarism.  
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We all share in maintaining a culture of integrity, if you become aware of anyone trying 
to share, or solicit, answers to tests or exams, please remind them that this is against 
the rules and inform your TA or instructor immediately.  

 
4. Falsification: Misrepresentation of oneself, one's work, or one's relation to the 

University, such as by altering transcripts or other official documents relating to student 
records, impersonating someone in an examination or test, submitting a take-home 
examination written, in whole or in part, by someone else, or fabricating or falsifying 
laboratory or research data.  

 

Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) Tools: Using generative AI writing tools such as ChatGPT 
in your submitted work is not permitted in this class.  This type of use constitutes a Departure 
from Academic Integrity. 
 
Copyright of Course Materials:  Unless otherwise stated, all course materials are copyrighted 
and are for the sole use of students registered 
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Policy. Turnitin may provide other services that are not connected to the purpose for which 
Queen’s University has engaged Turnitin. Your independent use of Turnitin’s other services is 
subject solely to Turnitin’s Terms of Service and Privacy Policy, and Queen’s University has no 
liability for any independent interaction you choose to have with Turnitin.  
 
Equity, Diversity and Inclusivity Statement: Queen's University recognizes that the values of 
equity and diversity are vital to and in harmony with its educational mission and standards of 
excellence. It acknowledges that direct, indirect, and systemic discrimination exists within our 
institutional structures, policies, and practices and in our community. These take many forms 
and work to differentially advantage and disadvantage persons across social identities such as 
race, ethnicity, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation, faith, and socioeconomic status, 
among other examples. 
 
Expectations: Students in this course are expected to attend both remote and in-person 
sessions, be prepared to learn, participate, and contribute productively to the course 
environment. Students can help prepare themselves by reading the assigned material before 
class (recommended) and keeping up to date on materials e.g., via onQ. Students must take 
personal responsibility for their learning and actions, such as by taking the initiative to try to 
find the answers to their questions, clarify concepts, and complete required assignments to the 
best of their ability. In turn, students can expect that I will provide a welcome and stimulating 
class environment. I value equity, fairness, and transparency in all aspects of the course. I 
encourage student questions, discussions, and engagement, whether in-person or online. I will 
act as a guide to the course content and provide supplementary information, highlight 
important concepts, and teach new skills. I have high expectations for students and will do my 
utmost to help each student excel. Throughout this course, there will be opportunities for you 
to interact with your instructor and your peers. The professor and students in this course are 
expected to “act in good faith,” which means fair and honest dealings, interactions, and 
communications. You are expected to behave with integrity at all times, both in face-to-face 
interactions and when engaging with each other online. See the discussion guidelines which I 
expect each of us to adhere to when interacting with one another, whether in person or 
online.  
 
 
 
 


