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This course introduces the interdisciplinary field of comparative cognition to undergraduate 
students who have an interest in the evolution and function of cognitive processes across 
species. The course specifically discusses topics such as memory, navigation, decision-
making, theory of mind, prosocial behaviour, and communication through a combination of 
virtual presentations, textbook reading, and online activities. With successful completion of 
this course, students will have a fundamental knowledge base that will promote critical 
thinking outside of the classroom as well as support learning in advanced psychology, 
biology, and neuroscience courses. 
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After successful completion of Psychology 305, students will be able to: 

• Recognize and recall experimental findings that support existing theories in comparative 
cognition. 

• Apply theories to predict outcomes of experimental manipulations 
• Engage in critical reading of primary and secondary sources 
• Combine critical reading skills and conceptual knowledge of comparative cognition to 

create a review of experimental findings for a broader audience.  
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All communication related to this course, including online presentations and activities, quizzes, 
and grades will be posted on the course website on OnQ. Access to this site is restricted to 
students who are registered in this course. In addition, course announcements may be sent 
through Queen’s email addresses, so it is important to access your 
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Quizzes (complete 10/12)  10% 

Activities    20% 
 Smartest Animal (2%) 
 Effective Writing (5%) 
 Measuring Memory (3%) 
 Corvid Tool Use (3%) 
 Categorization (3%) 
 Canine Connections (4%) 

Review Question Prep   10% 

Paper Assignment   20% 
 Writing Plan (5%) 
 Paper (15%) 

Summative Activity   10% 

Final Exam    30% 
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Each week includes 
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In lieu of a mid-term exam, you will complete an assignment in which you produce sample 
exam questions based on the ICE acronym (Information, Context, Extension). Specific 
instructions for completing this assignment are listed under Week 4 of the Course Content and 
the specific due dates are listed in the Course Overview. 
'
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This assignment requires you to communicate a scientific finding to the general public. The goal 
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Queen’s students, faculty, administrators and staff all have responsibilities for upholding the 
fundamental values of academic integrity; honesty, trust, fairness, respect, responsibility and 
courage (see www.academicintegrity.org). These values are central to the building, nurturing 
and sustaining of an academic community in which all members of the community will thrive. 
Adherence to the values expressed through academic integrity forms a foundation for the 
"freedom of inquiry and exchange of ideas" essential to the intellectual life of the University 
(see the Senate Report on Principles and Priorities 
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities). 

http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
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All components of this course will receive numerical percentage marks. The final grade you 
receive for the course will be derived by converting your numerical course average to a 
letter grade according to Queen’s Faculty of Arts and Science Official Grade Conversion 
Scale: 
 

Grade 


