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Course description: In this course we will discuss the cognitive neuroscience of face perception. 
Topics will include the structural and functional mechanisms of face processing and recognition, 
cognitive processes such as attention allocation and memory, and dysregulation and 
dysfunction of face perception. Practical applications and social implications will be discussed. 
 
Learning outcomes: Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to 

1. Identify the underlying neural structures and processes involved in face perception 
2. Discuss neuropsychological models of face perception, their limitations, and applications 
3. Evaluate appropriate methodological approaches for investigating face perception 
4. Understand the social implications and practical application of face perception theories 

and research  
    

Suggested Time Commitment: In this course, you should expect to invest on average 8 to 10 
hours per week. This will include the time you spend in class, studying course material, and 
completing homework or preparing for your assignments and exams. You are encouraged to 
use a term at a glance and a weekly study schedule (visit SASS) that distributes the 8-10 hours 
per week and avoid ‘cramming’.  This way you will be more likely to complete the course 
successfully and remember what you learned longer.  
 
onQ : Throughout the term, I will routinely post course news in the Announcements section of 
the course homepage. I encourage you to actively check the course onQ main page for course 
announcements throughout the semester for reminders and additional course information or 
learning opportunities. 

https://sass.queensu.ca/onlineresource/topics/
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Course timeline: The following schedule reflects the order of topics. Lecture topics may be 
covered before/after the scheduled date depending upon factors such as topic progression. 
The instructor reserves the right to modify the contents of this syllabus as necessary. Any 
changes made to the course calendar will be communicated to students in a timely manner. All 
dates and times in this syllabus are EDT/EST.  
 

Week Date Topic 

1 Jan 10 
Jan 13 
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Grading Method: All components of this course will receive numerical percentage marks. The 
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Term Paper: During the term, students will develop and research a selected topic within face 
perception. Students will consult with their peers and instructor regarding their focal topic, 
thesis, background literature, and paper structure throughout the term. Additional details will 
be posted via onQ and discussed in-class. The final submission will be no longer than 10 double-
spaced pages, formatted according to the 7th edition of the APA manual, and will qualitatively 
include 5 empirical papers from the primary literature.  
 
Assignment submission & Late assignments: All assignments are submitted through the course 
onQ. Emailed assignments are not accepted and will not be graded. Students may access MS 
word via Microsoft 365: -

https://www.queensu.ca/its/software/available-software/microsoft-365-apps-enterprise/tutorials/office-windows
https://www.queensu.ca/its/software/available-software/microsoft-365-apps-enterprise/tutorials/office-windows
https://www.queensu.ca/its/itsc
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5. Pay close attention to what your peers write before you respond. Think through and re-
read your writings before you post or send them to others. 

6. 

file:///C:/Users/atkinson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/3MSC5N4E/see https:/www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations
mailto:jillian.oconnor@queensu.ca


https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
https://www.queensu.ca/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
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examination written, in whole or in part, by someone else, or fabricating or falsifying 
laboratory or research data.  

 

Copyright of Course Materials:  Unless otherwise stated, all course materials are copyrighted 
and are 

http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy#policy
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy#policy
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race, ethnicity, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation, faith, and socioeconomic status, 
among other examples. 
 

Expectations: Students in this course are expected to attend (in both body and mind) lecture 
and labs, be prepared to learn, participate, and 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.visres.2019.06.005
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.neuro.30.051606.094238
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1364-6613(00)01482-0


https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-295x.105.3.482
https://doi.org/10.1037/0033-295x.105.3.482
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-020-78986-9
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-019-09239-1
https://doi.org/10.1162/jocn.2007.19.9.1508
https://doi.org/10.1523/JNEUROSCI.5063-13.2014
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.00436
https://doi.org/10.1162/jocn.2008.20062
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.neulet.2018.09.009
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Attention 
 
Palermo, R., & Rhodes, G. (2007). Are you always on my mind? A review of how face perception 

and attention interact. Neuropsychologia, 45, 75-92. 
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https://doi.org/10.1080/13506285.2020.1836696
https://doi.org/10.1177/1529100619832930
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0258470
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cortex.2014.08.017Development


https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2015.00969
https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2015.0096910.3390/brainsci9070163
https://doi.org/10.1037/a0019460
https://doi.org/10.1017/S1461145705006012

