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Course Outline

Topic Readings

Week 1: Introduction To Social Influence/Conformity Ch. 1
(Jan. 8, 10) Types of Social Influence

Nondeliberative/Deliberative Processes
Social Norms
Classic Conformity Studies

Week 2:  Conformity
(Jan. 15, 17) Sources of Influence in Conformity

Types of Conformity
Factors Regulating Conformity
Behavioural Mimicry

Week 3:  Compliance Ch. 2, 5
(Jan. 22, 24) Introduction to Compliance

Social Relationship Based Compliance
- Liking
- Reciprocity

Week 4:  Compliance Ch. 3
(Jan. 29, 31) Self-Concept/Belief Based Compliance

- Consistency

Week 5:  Compliance
(Feb. 5, 7) Self-Concept/Belief Based Compliance (continued)

- Consistency

Week 6:  Compliance
(Feb. 12, 14) MIDTERM (February 12)

NO CLASS (February 14)

Reading Week (February 17-21)

Week 7:  Compliance Ch. 4, 6, 7, 8
(Feb. 26, 28) Information Based Compliance (Continued)
        - Authority

- Social Proof
- Scarcity  
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Topic Readings

Week 8: Obedience None
(March 5, 7) - Overview of the Milgram Procedure

- Variations of the Milgram Procedure
- Contemporary Obedience Research 

Week 9:  Obedience None
(March 12, 14) - Evaluating the Milgram Studies

- Zimbardo’s Prison Study

Week 10: Social Influence in Politics None
(March 19, 21) - Media and Public Opinion

- Political Campaign Tactics        

Week 11: “Brainwashing”: Prisoners of War and Cults None
(March 26, 28) - Definitions

- Tactics
- Assessing Research on “Brainwashing”

Week 12:  Psychological Operations (PSYOPS) None
(April 2, 4) - Definitions and Objectives 

- Tactics and Principles
- Case Studies of PSYOPS
- Assessing Research on PSYOPS

Final Exam (April 10-26)
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