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W23 Offering description: In this course we will examine the social psychological theories of 
aggression. We will discuss different forms of aggression, contextual factors, and interactionist 
perspectives. Aggression will be examined at the individual and group level, in the context of 
both current and historical events. Topics will include intergroup conflict, bullying, media 
violence, as well as strategies for reducing and preventing aggressive behaviour.    

Learning outcomes: Upon completion of this course the student will be able to: 

1. Understand and describe social psychological theories of aggression, and how they 

differ in their explanatory power and level of analysis 

2. Analyze real-world aggressive interaction in terms of course theories and perspectives  

3. Identify key situational triggers and other factors that moderate the risk of aggression 

4. Apply the principles of reducing and/or preventing aggressive interactions, according to 

evidence-based interventions 

5. Reflect upon and examine their own experiences with aggression in the context of social 
psychological approaches  
 

Suggested Time Commitment:  
In this course, you should expect to invest on average 10-11 hours per week. This will include 
the time you spend in class, studying course material, and completing homework or preparing 
for your larger assignments and exams. Please visit the onQ resource “Hours of Effort” for an 
estimated break-down of time commitment. You are also encouraged to use a term at a glance 
and a weekly study schedule (visit SASS) that distributes the hours per week and avoid 
‘cramming.’  This way you will be more likely to complete the course successfully and 
remember what you learned longer.  
 
onQ : Throughout the term, I will routinely post course news in the Announcements section of 
the course homepage. I encourage you to actively check the course onQ main page for course 
announcements throughout the semester for reminders and additional course information or 
learning opportunities. If you have general questions about anything in the course and that 
your question may benefit other students, you are invited to post your question in the Course 
Questions discussion forum. Feel free to help answer your peers' questions on this forum. The 
teaching team will monitor this discussion forum and answer questions. Most questions are 
answered within 48 hours. Any other questions that you would prefer to share privately, please 
contact your TA or instructor. 

Grading Scheme & Method: 

Evaluation Date % of Course Grade 

Test 1 Feb 7  20 
Test 2 Mar 14  20 

https://onq.queensu.ca/d2l/le/content/748938/Home
https://sass.queensu.ca/onlineresource/topics/
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Course timeline: 
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exam date when possible. Exceptional circumstances are limited to serious illness or on 
compassionate grounds. Students will not be excused from tests/exams on the basis of work 
schedule or recreational activities, including travel plans.  

Students who miss one of the two term tests and have been excused from the exam (such as by 
an approved academic consideration), will have their grade reweighted in the following 
manner: 30% written test, 40% final exam. 

Assignments:   

Assignment submission & Late assignments: Assignments are submitted through the course 
onQ in in .doc(x) format. Emailed assignments are not accepted and will not be graded. 
Students may access MS word via Microsoft 365: 
https://www.queensu.ca/its/software/available-software/microsoft-365-apps-
enterprise/tutorials/office-windows 
 
Unreadable/incorrect/corrupt/empty/incomplete files or files that are not in the required 
format will not be graded, and extensions will not be granted in this circumstance beyond the 
72-hour grace period. Students are not permitted to revise their submissions in any manner 
once the deadline is passed. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that their document is 
(1) readable and (2) in the correct format. 
 
In the interest of Universal Design for Learning, students are allotted a 72-hour grace-period for 
submission of all assignments (with the exception of tests and the final exam). Submissions 
after the grace period has expired will not be eligible for credit. You do not need to email your 
professor or TA to use the grace period for submission, it is automatically applied to all 
submissions. 
 
Timing of Final Examinations: The final exam is cumulative and will cover all course materials, 
including lectures, class discussions, and assigned readings. The exam dates for each Term are 
listed on the Faculty of Arts and Science webpage under “Important Dates.” Students should 

submignme656 38.87d

/its/software/available-software/microsoft-365-apps-enterprise/tutorials/office-windows
/its/software/available-software/microsoft-365-apps-enterprise/tutorials/office-windows
/artsci/important-dates
/psychology/undergraduate/current-students/departmental-policies
/psychology/undergraduate/current-students/departmental-policies
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Web Browsers: onQ performs best when using the most recent version of the web browsers, 

/its/itsc
file:///C:/Users/atkinson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/3MSC5N4E/see https:/www.queensu.ca/secretariat/sites/webpublish.queensu.ca.uslcwww/files/files/policies/senateandtrustees/ACADACCOMMPOLICY2016.pdf
http://www.queensu.ca/studentwellness/accessibility-services/
mailto:psyaccom@queensu.ca
/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy
/secretariat/policies/senate/academic-consideration-students-extenuating-circumstances-policy


PSYC 340  Winter 2023 

http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/accommodations
mailto:jillian.oconnor@queensu.ca
/artsci/undergrad-students/academic-consideration-for-students
http://www.academicintegrity.org/
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/report-principles-and-priorities
http://www.queensu.ca/artsci/academic-calendars/regulations/academic-regulations/regulation-1
/artsci/students-at-queens/academic-integrity
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assignment without appropriate acknowledgement, or submitting the same piece of 
work in more than one course without the permission of the instructor(s). 

2. 

http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy
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collected through cookies or other tracking technologies for marketing or advertising purposes. 
For further information about how you can exercise control over cookies, see Turnitin’s Privacy 
Policy. Turnitin may provide other services that are not connected to the purpose for which 
Queen’s University has engaged Turnitin. Your independent use of Turnitin’s other services is 
subject solely to Turnitin’s Terms of Service and Privacy Policy, and Queen’s University has no 
liability for any independent interaction you choose to have with Turnitin.  

Equity, Diversity and Inclusivity Statement: Queen's University recognizes that the values of 
equity and diversity are vital to and in harmony with its educational mission and standards of 
excellence. It acknowledges that direct, indirect, and systemic discrimination exists within our 
institutional structures, policies, and practices and in our community. These take many forms 
and work to differentially advantage and disadvantage persons across social identities such as 
race, ethnicity, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation, faith, and socioeconomic status, 
among other examples. 

Expectations: Students in this course are expected to attend class (in both body and mind), be 
prepared to learn, participate, and contribute productively to the course environment. Students 
can help prepare themselves by reading the assigned material before class (recommended) and 
keeping up to date on materials e.g., via onQ. Students must take personal responsibility for 
their learning and actions, such as by taking the initiative to try to find the answers to their 
questions, clarify concepts, and complete required assignments to the best of their ability. In 
turn, students can expect that I will provide a welcome and stimulating class environment. I 
value equity, fairness, and transparency in all aspects of the course. I encourage student 
questions, discussions, and engagement, whether in-person or online. I will act as a guide to the 
course content, provide supplementary information, and highlight important concepts. I have 
high expectations for students and will do my utmost to help each student excel. Throughout 
this course, there will be opportunities for you to interact with your instructor, TA, and your 
peers. The professor, TA, and students in this course are expected to “act in good faith,” which 
means fair and honest dealings, interactions, and communications. You are expected to behave 
with integrity at all times, both in face-to-face interactions and when engaging with each other 
online. See the discussion guidelines which I expect each of us to adhere to when interacting 
with one another, whether in person or online.  

Discussion Guidelines: University is a place to share, question and challenge ideas.  Each 
student brings a different lived experience from which to draw upon.  To help one another 
learn the most we can from this experience please consider the following guidelines. 

1. 

http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy#policy
http://turnitin.com/en_us/about-us/privacy#policy
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7. Be open to being challenged or confronted on your ideas and to challenging others with 
the intent of facilitating growth. Do not demean or embarrass others. 

8. Encourage others to develop and share their ideas. 

 

 


