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Abstract: How have our conversations on race and racialization focused on racist forms of social and political exclusion? How does this focus on exclusion 
delimit anti-racist political and ethical projects to those oriented toward the inclusion or amalgamation of racialized others into dominant social and 
political worlds? In this presentation I offer an overview of how philosophers have understood racial categories as formed and maintained through racist 
processes of exclus: The political inaction of the white moderates was a constant concern for black civil rights activists in the United States. According to black 
“intellectualists”, such as Ida B. Wells, individuals fail to engage in political action to end racism because they lack propositional moral knowledge that an 
action, such as lynching, is morally wrong. In contrast, black “emotionalists,” such as W.E.B. Du Bois and Frederick Douglass, held that political inaction 
occurs when individuals lack the right sorts of emotions and desires. I argue that Martin Luther King, Jr. offered a position that differed from what black 
thinkers standardly offered as a model of how political motivation works. King believed the white moderates failed to engage in political action because


