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1.1.2 Degree requirements: Arts and Science, PattéMSc
This degree is designated M@¢taster’s of Sciencend has the following requirements:

1. four one term graduate courses (s&ection2.2.1for details about including graduate courses
from previous studies)

2. all courses must be regular lecture courses; no reading/seminar coursetstibat are
allowed;

MATH 800 cannot be one of the 4 required courses;



Specialisation in Biostatistics
This degree is designated MSc (Master’s of Sciemmkhas the following requirements:



1.1.5 The Master's thesis and thesis defence

As part of the degree requirements for tMAScand Pattern IMScdegrees thestudent must write a
thesis.

The thesis The objective of a Master's thesis is that it demonstrate that the candidai@pable of
producing original and independent work. The candidate must


https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/grad-studies/completion/thesis-formatting
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/conflict-interest-and-conflict-commitment-policy-faculty
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms

It is the responsibility of the student to do the following at least 10 working days before the oral
examination:

1. provide each examiner with a copy of the thesis
2. provide theGraduate Assistawith a copy of the thesjs

3. Provide the Graduate Assistant with a copy of Bemission of Céuthors Form

It is the responsibility of the Graduate Coordinator Graduate Assistapto do the following ateast 10
working days before the oral examination:

1. select the Head’s Delegate

2. providethe School of Graduate Studiasd Postdoctoral Affairaith the oral examination
particularsby submitting the appropriatéhesis schedulingprm;

3. provide the Kad’'sDelegate with a copy of thesendthe necessary form& report the
outcome of the examination.

The oral examination.The oral examination will begin with a presentation by the candidate of
approximately 20 minutes. There will then follow a period of


https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/sites/sgswww/files/uploaded_files/SGS_CoAuthor_21April2015.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/general-regulations/



https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/conflict-interest-and-conflict-commitment-policy-faculty
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/conflict-interest-and-conflict-commitment-policy-faculty
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms

It is possible that an outcome tPass be delivered with thainderstanding that minor revisions to the
project report will have to benade. These revisions must be of a nature that the responsibility for their
being made can be given solely to the supervisor(s). If the revisionsaaeesubstantialthen the

outcome of the exam mudie “Fail”

If the outcome of the exam ig~ail; then the Examining Committeaustsubmit a written report to the
Graduate Committeexplaining the reasons fdhe outcome. The report can be written by the Chair
alone, but all memberef the Examinin@€ommitteeshouldcontribute to and approve the final report.



1.2 Doctoral degrees

1.2.1 Degree requirements:Smith EngineeringPhD
The requirements are:


https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/about/governance/committees

1.2.3 Course selection for Doctoral degrees
In order to ensure the integrity of the degree we offer the followgngdelines for course selection.

1. No more than one third of courses takshouldbe combined undergraduate/graduate courses


https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms

1.2.5 TheQualifyingExans
The QalifyingExams are written exans covering core areas of mathematics and statisfidge student,
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It is the responsibility of the student and supervismdo the following:
1. decide upon théwo exams that the student wibbe required to write

2. inform the Graduate Coordinatdny the end of thdirst term in the program the exams the
student will write byw 12 0 -3 (t-3.3 (14)]TJ (e)-6 (c)3 Tw [e)-6.6 (rd) 0.761 0 (g r)8.x 0.290.8 (e2.8 ()]T
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The Examining Committee The Examining Committee for the Thesis Prospdetam will be
comprised agollows:

1. the supervisor(s);

2. two faculty who are members of the Graduate School, and normatiynbers of the
Department;

3. the Graduate Coordinatoor a representative from the Department whall serve as an
impartial (e.g., norvoting) Chair.

At least one member of the Examining Committee niwdd a full appointmentin the Department of
Mathematics and Statistics.

In cases where the student's research is ofirgerdisciplinary nature, one of the Internekaminers
shouldbe

12






The final decision regarding the action to be taken will be made bgthduate Committee No
student shall be given more than two opportunitiespass the Thesis Prospectdsam|.e.,there shall
be at most one opportunity fore-examination of the candidate.

See Sectio.3.5for a description of the appegrocedure for theThesis Prospectusxam.

The duties of the Chair The Chair is a noreting member of the Examining Committee, but still plays
animportant role in the Exam. The Chair may, for example, questiooahdidate if they wish. As
indicated above, the Chaivill also guide thejuestioning of the Exam where this is deemed appropriate.
It is also theesponsibility of the Chair to ensure that in the period precedingfatidwing the
examination of the candidate, the Examining Commitplicitly addressethe Thesis Prospectusxam
objectives. The voting

14


https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/grad-studies/completion/thesis-formatting

Supervisors are remindatat members of the examiningpmmittee
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https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/conflict-interest-and-conflict-commitment-policy-faculty
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/sites/sgswww/files/uploaded_files/SGS_CoAuthor_21April2015.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/general-regulations/



https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/general-regulations/
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17" monthin the programwhile students who begin their studies in May must satisfy this degree
requirement by the end of their 21monthin the program ThePhD Qualifying Examinations Selection
Form is available from our website undeepartmental Forms

The qualifying exams are described in Sectigns.

Thesis Prospectus Examt least 15 days in advance of the expected exam,dh&estudent in

consultation with their supervisar Supervisory Committee, wigfoposethe Thesifrospectus
Examining Committetor approval by the Graduate Coordinat@iheThesis Prospectusxam is
described in detail isection

18


https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
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https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms

1. to cause the student to reflect on what they have done in the past year;

2. to cause the supervisor and supervisory committee, in the case of a PhD stisdemsider
whether the student's progress has been satisfactory, both with redpettteir obligation as
supervisors and the student's obligation as a student;

3. to inform the Graduate Coordinataf the outcome of the preceding reflections and
considerations.

Theannualreports are not onerous for the student; it should be possible for the student to fill one out
in at most 15 minutesThesereports are not onerous for the supervisor; the supervisor need only sign
their name indicating that the student's stated activities are accurate and provide comments if
appropriate on the student’s progrestikewisgthe biannual supervisorgommitteereport forms are

not onerous for either the student or the supervisaymmitteemembers. Thus, the expectation is

that these reports will be submitted in a timely manner.

Extreme delinquency in submitting progress reports is cause for the Graduate Coordmator

concerned about a student's progresat the very least, a delay in submitting a progress report will
cause the Graduate Coordinatiar schedule a meeting of the student with their Supervisory Committee
to consider the student's activitiegn extreme cases where th@raduate Coordinataois for a prolonged
period not aware of a student's activities, and a student continues to avoid reporting their progress, the
Graduate Committeenay recommend that the student withdraw from the program

2.2.7 Approval of courses for Doctoratudents

As indicated in Sectioh 1.3, a doctoral studenwill, by the end of the first year, subnatlist of courses

to satisfy the course requirement for the degree to the Graduate Coordifat@pproval. We refer to
Sectionl.2.3for a discussioof the guidelines to be followed when selecting courses. A student could
very well change their mind about courses on the basis of course availabiditghange of interest.
There are no obstructions to doing this, per se.

20



The student be reexamined This option is only availakifethe instructor is agreeableln this
case the instructor will assign a new grade which will replacexisting grade based upon the
re-examination.

The student retake the course. In this case the failing gradeemithin on the student's
transcript and the grade from thgecond taking othe course will also appear.

The student replace the failed course with another appropriate coapggoved by the
supervisor and Graduate Coordinatdn this case the failing grade wéimain on the student's
transcript and the grade from the replacement couved also appear.

The student be asked to withdraw from the program.

21



a) The Graduate Coordinatowill keep in regular contact (as a guideliegery three weeks)
with the student and supervisor to track the studemii®gress towards taking their Thesis
Prospectugxam. Thé&raduate Coordinatowill ask the student for tangible evidence of
the progress they are making.

b) All correspondence between the Graduate Coordinatod the student andupervisor in
this matter will be saved. This means that all eroaitespondence will be kept, and might
also mean that some of theorrespondence is in written form, with a copy being included in
the student's file. It is also recommended that the student and the supermisintain
records of their correspondence to avoid possible misunderstandings.

At any time after the end of the student's 25th month in the Doctgralgram if a student has
not successfully taken thelthesis ProspectiExamthe Graduate Coordinatazan ask the
Graduate Committe#o approve aecommendation for the student's withdrawal from the
Department's graduat@rogramon the grounds of unsatisfactory academic performance. This
possible eventuality will be communicated to the student at the meeting thithstudent, their
Supervisory Committee, and the Graduate Coordinttat occurred at the end of the 24th
month. If it is deemed appropriate, trgtudent and supervisor will be periodically reminded of
this eventuality again with all correspondence being saved.

It is recommendedtherefore, that the student and supervisor exert dissible efforts to
immediately take the Thesis Prospeciisam. A lack afedication to this objective could have
disastrous consequences for teudent.

If a studententers the 30th month (i.e., enters March in the thydar, in the normal situation)

of their enrolment in the Doctoral programithout having successfully taken thdihesis
Prospectugxam, theGraduate Coordinatowill immediately convene a meeting of the
Graduate Committe@andask that the Committee approve a recommendation of the withdrawal
of the

22



1. A written request for a review of the grade should be made toitistructor, with a copy being
sent to the Graduate Coordinator. This requestst be made within ten working days of the
grade being announced and mysbvide clear reasons for why the student wishes for the
grade to bereviewed. Within ten working days of receiving the request, the instruciast
reach a decision and communicate it to the student and Graduate Coordinator.

2. Should the student not be satisfied with the outcome of the previdesisionand want to
continue with the appeal procestey must, within five working days of receiving the
instructor'sdecision send a written request to the Graduate Coordinaftor a review othe
grade. Again, the reasons fmaking the request for review must lodearly stated. Within ten
working days of receiving this second requést Graduate Coordinatowill reply with one of
the following outcomes:

a) the existing grade will stand;

b) the grade should be modified;

c) the student should be reexamined using an exam of the same formathesoriginal.
3. No further appeals within the Department are available.

If the Graduate Coordinatas the instructor for the course, then the rodd the Graduate Coordinatan
the above is to be taken by the Departmétead.

General policies onppeal of anAssigned @&de in a GaduateCoursecan be found under thé&eneral
Regulatiosin thein the School of Graduate Studiasd Postdoctoral Affairsalendar.

2.3.2 Appeal of outcome of Pattermh Master's thesis exam

Appeals for the outcome of Mastertsesis examinations are handled by tSehool of Graduate Studies
and Postdoctaal Affairs See Appeal of Thesis Examination Committee Decision undéetinal
Regulatiosin the School of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs calendar.

2.3.3 Appeal of outcome of Patternl IMaster's project presentation

If a studentwishesto appealthe outcome of their Master's projegresentation they mustinform the
Graduate Coordinatan writing, andwithin two working days of the presentation, that they wish to
have theoutcome reviewed. The student should state clearly the reason®fpresting the review. If
necessary, the Graduate Coordinatail solicitthe Examining Committee for information regarding the
decision (note that inhe case of a failed presentation, a report will have been submitted to the
Graduate Committedy the Examining Committee). The final decision regarti@gppeal will be

made by the Graduate Committedgthin five working days afeceiving the appeal request from the
student.

2.3.4 Appeal of outcome of Qualifying Exams
If a studentwishesto appeal theoutcome of one or both of their qualifying exantise first course of

23



struck to review the exam(s) in questiomhis committee will consist of the Graduate Coordinator
his/her delegate, and two other members of the department who are not members dbthduate
Committeeor the student’s supervisory committe&his committee will review the exam(s) and reply
to the Graduate Committe&ith one of the following outcomes:

a) The existing result will stand
b) The result should be changed to a “pass”

In the case of a), if this was the student’s first attempt they will be advised that the exam must be
retaken at its next offeringHowever, if this was the student’s second attempt, no further exam
attempts are possible.

TheGraduate Committegvill advise the student of the results of the Appeal Committee.

24






Supervisor duties for PhBtudents
1. The supervisor wilkdvise the student in course selectiammnsistent with the objectives of the
course requirements for the degrggogram

2. While a significant portion of the responsibility for taking the Thesis Prospectus Exam lies with
the student, the supervisor has an important role to play here as wall example, the
supervisor should review preliminary or partial drafts of the research proposal and provide
feedback in a timely manner. The supervisor, should also falfpwith the student on
reminders from theGraduate Coordinator, to prepare for or take the Thesis Prospectus Exam.

4. There are many different models for supervising a student while tiaesy out their thesis

26
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3.3.4 PhDAnnualProgressR
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