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1.1.2 Degree requirements: Arts and Science, Pattern I MSc 
This degree is designated MSc (Master’s of Science) and has the following requirements: 

1. four one term graduate courses (see Section 2.2.1 for details about including graduate courses 
from previous studies); 

2. all courses must be regular lecture courses; no reading/seminar course substitutions are 
allowed; 

3. MATH 800 cannot be one of the 4 required courses; 

4. 
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Specialisation in Biostatistics 
This degree is designated MSc (Master’s of Science) and has the following requirements:  
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1.1.5 The Master's thesis and thesis defence  
As part of the degree requirements for the MASc and Pattern I MSc degrees the student must write a 
thesis. 

The thesis.  The objective of a Master's thesis is that it demonstrate that the candidate is capable of 
producing original and independent work.  The candidate must 

https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/grad-studies/completion/thesis-formatting
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/conflict-interest-and-conflict-commitment-policy-faculty
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
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It is the responsibility of the student to do the following at least 10 working days before the oral 
examination: 

1. provide each examiner with a copy of the thesis; 

2. provide the Graduate Assistant with a copy of the thesis; 

3. Provide the Graduate Assistant with a copy of the Permission of Co-Authors Form. 

It is the responsibility of the Graduate Coordinator (or Graduate Assistant) to do the following at least 10 
working days before the oral examination: 

1. select the Head’s Delegate; 

2. provide the School of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs with the oral examination 
particulars by submitting the appropriate thesis scheduling form; 

3. provide the Head’s Delegate with a copy of thesis and the necessary forms to report the 
outcome of the examination. 

The oral examination.  The oral examination will begin with a presentation by the candidate of 
approximately 20 minutes.  There will then follow a period of 

https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/sites/sgswww/files/uploaded_files/SGS_CoAuthor_21April2015.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/general-regulations/
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https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/conflict-interest-and-conflict-commitment-policy-faculty
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/conflict-interest-and-conflict-commitment-policy-faculty
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
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It is possible that an outcome of “Pass” be delivered with the understanding that minor revisions to the 
project report will have to be made.  These revisions must be of a nature that the responsibility for their 
being made can be given solely to the supervisor(s).  If the revisions are more substantial, then the 
outcome of the exam must be “Fail.” 

If the outcome of the exam is “Fail,”  then the Examining Committee must submit a written report to the 
Graduate Committee explaining the reasons for the outcome.  The report can be written by the Chair 
alone, but all members of the Examining Committee should contribute to and approve the final report. 



8 
 

1.2 Doctoral degrees 

1.2.1 Degree requirements:  Smith Engineering, PhD  
The requirements are: 

https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/about/governance/committees


9 
 

1.2.3 Course selection for Doctoral degrees  
In order to ensure the integrity of the degree we offer the following guidelines for course selection. 

1. No more than one third of courses taken should be combined undergraduate/graduate courses 

https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
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1.2.5 The Qualifying Exams 
The Qualifying Exams are written exams covering core areas of mathematics and statistics. The student, 



11 
 

 

It is the responsibility of the student and supervisor to do the following: 

1. decide upon the two exams that the student will be required to write; 

2. inform the Graduate Coordinator by the end of the first term  in the program the exams the 
student will write byw 12 0 -3 ( t-3.3 (l4)]TJ
(e)-6 (c)3 Tw [e)-6.6 (rd) 0.761 0  ( g r)8.x 0.2g0.8 (e2.8 ( )]TJ
-0.005 Tw(gr)-2.8 4 12 0  a)-3.3 (n)-07.6 (n)-0.8]TJ
(31 0  ( g r3 (r)-2) 0.761 0  ( g r)8.x 0.2g)-3 (e)-3 (r)11



12 
 

The Examining Committee.  The Examining Committee for the Thesis Prospectus Exam will be 
comprised as follows: 

1. the supervisor(s); 

2. two faculty who are members of the Graduate School, and normally members of the 
Department; 

3. the Graduate Coordinator or a representative from the Department who will serve as an 
impartial (e.g., non-voting) Chair. 

At least one member of the Examining Committee must hold a full appointment in the Department of 
Mathematics and Statistics. 

In cases where the student's research is of an interdisciplinary nature, one of the Internal Examiners 
should be 
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The final decision regarding the action to be taken will be made by the Graduate Committee.  No 
student shall be given more than two opportunities to pass the Thesis Prospectus Exam, i.e., there shall 
be at most one opportunity for re-examination of the candidate. 

See Section 2.3.5 for a description of the appeal procedure for the Thesis Prospectus Exam. 

The duties of the Chair.  The Chair is a non-voting member of the Examining Committee, but still plays 
an important role in the Exam.  The Chair may, for example, question the candidate if they wish.  As 
indicated above, the Chair will also guide the questioning of the Exam where this is deemed appropriate.  
It is also the responsibility of the Chair to ensure that in the period preceding and following the 
examination of the candidate, the Examining Committee explicitly addresses the Thesis Prospectus Exam 
objectives.  The voting 

https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/grad-studies/completion/thesis-formatting
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Supervisors are reminded that members of the examining committee 

https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/conflict-interest-and-conflict-commitment-policy-faculty
https://www.queensu.ca/secretariat/policies/senate/conflict-interest-and-conflict-commitment-policy-faculty
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
https://www.queensu.ca/grad-postdoc/sites/sgswww/files/uploaded_files/SGS_CoAuthor_21April2015.pdf
https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/general-regulations/


https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/general-regulations/
https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/general-regulations/


https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/general-regulations/
https://www.queensu.ca/academic-calendar/graduate-studies/general-regulations/
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
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17th month in the program while students who begin their studies in May must satisfy this degree 
requirement by the end of their 21st month in the program.  The PhD Qualifying Examinations Selection 
Form is available from our website under Departmental Forms. 

The qualifying exams are described in Section 1.2.5.   

Thesis Prospectus Exam.  At least 15 days in advance of the expected exam date, the student, in 
consultation with their supervisor or Supervisory Committee, will propose the Thesis Prospectus 
Examining Committee for approval by the Graduate Coordinator. The Thesis Prospectus Exam is 
described in detail in Section 

https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
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https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
https://www.queensu.ca/mathstat/graduate/current-graduate/forms
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1. to cause the student to reflect on what they have done in the past year; 

2. to cause the supervisor and supervisory committee, in the case of a PhD student, to consider 
whether the student's progress has been satisfactory, both with respect to their obligation as 
supervisors and the student's obligation as a student; 

3. to inform the Graduate Coordinator of the outcome of the preceding reflections and 
considerations. 

The annual reports are not onerous for the student; it should be possible for the student to fill one out 
in at most 15 minutes.  These reports are not onerous for the supervisor; the supervisor need only sign 
their name indicating that the student's stated activities are accurate and provide comments if 
appropriate on the student’s progress.  Likewise, the biannual supervisory committee report forms are 
not onerous for either the student or the supervisory committee members.  Thus, the expectation is 
that these reports will be submitted in a timely manner.  

Extreme delinquency in submitting progress reports is cause for the Graduate Coordinator to be 
concerned about a student's progress.  At the very least, a delay in submitting a progress report will 
cause the Graduate Coordinator to schedule a meeting of the student with their Supervisory Committee 
to consider the student's activities.  In extreme cases where the Graduate Coordinator is for a prolonged 
period not aware of a student's activities, and a student continues to avoid reporting their progress, the 
Graduate Committee may recommend that the student withdraw from the program. 

2.2.7 Approval of courses for Doctoral students   
As indicated in Section 2.1.3, a doctoral student will, by the end of the first year, submit a list of courses 
to satisfy the course requirement for the degree to the Graduate Coordinator for approval.  We refer to 
Section 1.2.3 for a discussion of the guidelines to be followed when selecting courses.  A student could 
very well change their mind about courses on the basis of course availability or a change of interest.  
There are no obstructions to doing this, per se. 
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1. The student be re-examined.  This option is only available if the instructor is agreeable.  In this 
case the instructor will assign a new grade which will replace the existing grade based upon the 
re-examination. 

2. The student retake the course.  In this case the failing grade will remain on the student's 
transcript and the grade from the second taking of the course will also appear. 

3. The student replace the failed course with another appropriate course approved by the 
supervisor and Graduate Coordinator.  In this case the failing grade will remain on the student's 
transcript and the grade from the replacement course will also appear. 

4. The student be asked to withdraw from the program. 



22 
 

a) The Graduate Coordinator will keep in regular contact (as a guideline, every three weeks) 
with the student and supervisor to track the student's progress towards taking their Thesis 
Prospectus Exam.  The Graduate Coordinator will ask the student for tangible evidence of 
the progress they are making. 

b) All correspondence between the Graduate Coordinator and the student and supervisor in 
this matter will be saved.  This means that all email correspondence will be kept, and might 
also mean that some of the correspondence is in written form, with a copy being included in 
the student's file.  It is also recommended that the student and the supervisor maintain 
records of their correspondence to avoid possible misunderstandings. 

4. At any time after the end of the student's 25th month in the Doctoral program, if a student has 
not successfully taken their Thesis Prospectus Exam, the Graduate Coordinator can ask the 
Graduate Committee to approve a recommendation for the student's withdrawal from the 
Department's graduate program on the grounds of unsatisfactory academic performance.  This 
possible eventuality will be communicated to the student at the meeting with the student, their 
Supervisory Committee, and the Graduate Coordinator that occurred at the end of the 24th 
month.  If it is deemed appropriate, the student and supervisor will be periodically reminded of 
this eventuality, again with all correspondence being saved.  

It is recommended, therefore, that the student and supervisor exert all possible efforts to 
immediately take the Thesis Prospectus Exam.  A lack of dedication to this objective could have 
disastrous consequences for the student. 

5. If a student enters the 30th month (i.e., enters March in the third year, in the normal situation) 
of their enrolment in the Doctoral program without having successfully taken their Thesis 
Prospectus Exam, the Graduate Coordinator will immediately convene a meeting of the 
Graduate Committee and ask that the Committee approve a recommendation of the withdrawal 
of the 
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1. A written request for a review of the grade should be made to the instructor, with a copy being 
sent to the Graduate Coordinator.  This request must be made within ten working days of the 
grade being announced and must provide clear reasons for why the student wishes for the 
grade to be reviewed.  Within ten working days of receiving the request, the instructor must 
reach a decision and communicate it to the student and Graduate Coordinator. 

2. Should the student not be satisfied with the outcome of the previous decision and want to 
continue with the appeal process, they must, within five working days of receiving the 
instructor's decision, send a written request to the Graduate Coordinator for a review of the 
grade.  Again, the reasons for making the request for review must be clearly stated.  Within ten 
working days of receiving this second request, the Graduate Coordinator will reply with one of 
the following outcomes: 

a) the existing grade will stand; 

b) the grade should be modified; 

c) the student should be re-examined using an exam of the same format as the original. 

3. No further appeals within the Department are available.  

If the Graduate Coordinator is the instructor for the course, then the role of the Graduate Coordinator in 
the above is to be taken by the Department Head. 

General policies on Appeal of an Assigned Grade in a Graduate Course can be found under the General 
Regulations in the in the School of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs calendar. 

2.3.2 Appeal of outcome of Pattern I Master's thesis exam 
Appeals for the outcome of Master's thesis examinations are handled by the School of Graduate Studies 
and Postdoctoral Affairs.  See Appeal of Thesis Examination Committee Decision under the General 
Regulations in the School of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs calendar.. 

2.3.3 Appeal of outcome of Pattern II Master's project presentation 
If a student wishes to appeal the outcome of their Master's project presentation they must  inform the 
Graduate Coordinator in writing, and within two working days of the presentation, that they wish to 
have the outcome reviewed.  The student should state clearly the reasons for requesting the review.  If 
necessary, the Graduate Coordinator will solicit the Examining Committee for information regarding the 
decision (note that in the case of a failed presentation, a report will have been submitted to the 
Graduate Committee by the Examining Committee).  The final decision regarding the appeal will be 
made by the Graduate Committee within five working days of receiving the appeal request from the 
student. 

2.3.4 Appeal of outcome of Qualifying Exams  
If a student wishes to appeal the outcome of one or both of their qualifying exams, the first course of 
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struck to review the exam(s) in question.  This committee will consist of the Graduate Coordinator or 
his/her delegate, and two other members of the department who are not members of the Graduate 
Committee or the student’s supervisory committee.  This committee will review the exam(s) and reply 
to the Graduate Committee with one of the following outcomes: 

a) The existing result will stand 

b) The result should be changed to a “pass” 

In the case of a), if this was the student’s first attempt they will be advised that the exam must be 
retaken at its next offering.  However, if this was the student’s second attempt, no further exam 
attempts are possible.  

The Graduate Committee will advise the student of the results of the Appeal Committee.





26 
 

 

Supervisor duties for PhD students.   
1. The supervisor will advise the student in course selection, consistent with the objectives of the 

course requirements for the degree program. 

2. While a significant portion of the responsibility for taking the Thesis Prospectus Exam lies with 
the student, the supervisor has an important role to play here as well.  For example, the 
supervisor should review preliminary or partial drafts of the research proposal and provide 
feedback in a timely manner.  The supervisor, should also follow-up with the student on 
reminders from the Graduate Coordinator, to prepare for or take the Thesis Prospectus Exam. 

4. There are many different models for supervising a student while they carry out their thesis 
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3.3.4 PhD Annual Progress R
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