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Executive Summary 

Visitation is used in this report to judge the success of six open spaces in Lindsay 

Ontario. The premise is that the greater the number of visitors the more successful the space. 

The open spaces were selected using the following criteria: ]) located in residential area, 2) 

intended to function as neighbourhood open space, 3) comparable design elements and 4) public 

agency ownership and management. This report also measures the influence of the following 
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or play areas of each park however do play an important role, as does the proportion of barrier 

free access to the spaces. It is 



and face play areas. There is little visual variety within the sight lines of the sitting 

spaces. The provision of shaded, well defined sitting spaces may increase park use. 

Although the findings in this report indicate that sitting spaces do not play an important 
: 

role in attracting park users interviews showed that there was a relationship between 

shade and sitting spaces. For example people visiting Wilson Park indicated that they did 

not use the sittable space because it was in direct sunlight. People visiting Northlin Park 

on the other hand enjoyed sitting in areas shaded from the sun. The proportion of park 

users observed sitting in each park was virtually identical however this is because most 

people who were sitting were watching their children play. Very few people were 

visiting the park just sit and enjoy their surroundings. Areas intended specifically for 

sitting may act as a focus for passive recreation as described in the previous 

recommendation. 

3) 	 Playground equipment should be suitable for a range of age groups. The data collected at 

the six Lindsay Parks examined in this study shows that most park users are between the 

ages of 7-18 and were engaged in play. The provision of equipment suitable for a range 

of age groups may increase park use. Interviews and observations indicated that most 

adults visited the six parks because they were watching their children. Very few they few 


