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Recommendation 4: Retrofit Existing Schools to Protect Student Safety 

A major barrier for the co-location of education and community hub services is student safety. If 
the province wants to maintain and upgrade their existing public infrastructure, attention and 
funding must be prioritized to upgrade existing schools with greater student safety measures 
(should the school and hub be co-locating in the same building). The province, local 
municipalities and school boards should re-evaluate their accountability and fiscal plans to 
provide funding to assist with retrofits, so existing building stock can be repurposed and 
maintained for community benefit.  

Recommendation 5: Create Local Community Hub Committees  

In order for community hubs to become a reality in more Ontario communities, it is recommended 
that local community hub committees be created in communities that are considering a hub. The 
Province could lead this initiative by classifying which Ontario municipalities are either in most 
need of a community hub, or areas that have an abundance of unused public infrastructure that 
could be transformed into a hub. The municipalities, in conjunction with the school boards, could 
scout local residents to act on a board of directors, who would be responsible for finding 
volunteers interested in contributing to the local community hub committee. The group could 
fundraise, find community partners interested in locating in the hub, educate other residents 
about the benefits and need for a hub in their locale, and establish friendships that could be 
upheld through use of the hub.


