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Executive Summary 
	

In	1982,	people	with	disabilities	were	included	in	the	Canadian	Charter	of	Rights	and	Freedoms.	

housing	
developments	and	to	build	more	inclusive	communities.	The	key	features	of	visitable	housing	are	
defined	as	zero-
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• These	buildings	have	different	 levels	of	visitability	ranging	from	27%	of	units	–	100%	of	
units	being	visitable.		

• The	 inclusion	 of	 additional	 accessibility	 features	 beyond	 the	 three	 standard	 visitability	
features	

o Many	of	the	projects	included	additional	features	like	power	door	operators	and	
zero-step	showers	

• The	cost	of	visitability	could	not	be	found	within	this	study	due	to	the	way	costing	is	done,	
however	there	is	a	general	sense	that	the	cost	of	visitability	is	quite	low	

• There	 were	 many	 challenges	 in	 making	 visitable	 housing,	 namely,	 the	 size	 and	 space	
requirements,	zero-step	balconies,	and	sloped	sites.	

o Some	of	these	challenges	were	also	identified	within	the	literature	review	as	being	
issues	in	other	municipalities.	

	
Regardless	of	the	challenges	that	were	faced	in	developing	these	visitable	housing	developments,	
it	 is	 important	to	note	that	they	were	completed	or	are	under	construction,	meaning	that	 it	 is	
possible	for	social/affordable	housing	developments	to	be	built	to	visitability	standards.		
	
These	findings	raise	a	broader	question	of	whether	a	visitability	policy	should	be	implemented	to	
encourage	increased	visitable	housing	stock	and	led	to	general	recommendations	which	include:	
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