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rental units. Kingston’s existing program for secondary suites has produced initiatives that 

successfully address many of the housing challenges facing seniors in Kingston, by providing rebates 

and grants that alleviate the financial barriers of creating and updating existing suites.  Edmonton’s 

successful Cornerstones program provides some lessons learned that may be beneficial for 

enhancement of Kingston’s program. These include permitting suits in accessory buildings (garages, 

etc.) and using City funds to leverage funding from intergovernmental partners. Edmonton also 

demonstrates where Kingston is already successful, by permitting suites in more unit types than its 

Alberta counterpart.  

This report concludes with a series of recommendations that stem from the analysis providing 

Kingston, and other Canadian municipalities, with a comprehensive review of secondary suites and 

their ability to provide affordable housing for Canadians. The recommendations from the analysis 

are: 

Kingston should continue: 

1. The Municipal Fee Rebate program, which removes the cost of the zoning by-law amendment 

for suites in areas where they are not permitted as-of-right; 

2. To provide Affordable Housing Grants, which assist homeowners developing suites while 

ensuring rents are kept at an affordable level; and 

3. To permit units in various building types, such as single-detached, semi-detached and row-

house dwellings. 
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financial burdens of developing secondary suites are cl


