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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY �

[n 1992, Vancouver City Council decided that a new municipal plan was required to update and 

streamline the planning decision processes used in the City. Prior to 1992, Vancouver did not 

have a current official plan as the only-city wide plan was last updated in 1948. The process of 

creating a new Official Community Plan began, when the Vancouver City Council asked citizens 

for ideas about their vision for Vancouver's future. Over the next three years, the vision for 

Vancouver's future took shape with the participation of approximately 100,000 people. On June 

6, 1995, Vancouver City Council adopted CityPlan: Directions for Vancouver as a framework to 

guide future development in the city. In 1995, the Canadian Institute of Planners (CIP) presented 

CityPlan the crp award for Planning Excellence for "Innovation in Public Participation" in 

r"'\ recognition of the innovative procedures for public involvement used in CityPlan. 

The goal of this report is to provide a comprehensive analysis of CityPlan' s public participation 

processes and to make recommendations for its improvement. The evaluation method used in 

this report is based on the approach used by Mark Dorfman in his 1991 report for the Ministry of 

Municipal Affairs called Public Participation in Municipal Planning and Policy Development. 

The minimum objectives for public participation cited in Dorfman's report are used as evaluation 

criteria, with modifications according to findings in other literature reviewed. 

The criteria used to evaluate the public participation program used to design CityPlan are: 

Whether it promoted a shared role for the public and decision-makers tn 

�i�~� defining the goals for the public-involvement procedure itself; 






