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THE APPLICATION OF THE PRECAUTIONARY PRINCIPLE IN THE LAND USE PLANNING 
PROCESS IN ONTARIO 

and latent content analysis. This research finds that there are numerous examples in which the 
Precautionary Principle appears in the land use planning documents that were reviewed. In fact, 
the length of each evaluative table indicates that almost every chapter or section of each official 
and provincial plan has some policy content that relates to the Precautionary Principle. As such, 
it was determined that land use planning is a very precautionary approach to land management, 
and it is not solely related to protecting natural heritage features or environmental management. 
Further, the number of times that the Precautionary Principle is referenced in each official and 
provincial plan is similar across the plans in that it is relative to the length of each planning 
document. Many of the policies that relate to potential threats in the two official plans is similar. 
The differences are mostly a result of varying economic, social and natural environments.  Also, 
much of the content related to uncertainty is latent and is related to land use planning studies.  
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