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REQUIREMENTS AND REGULATIONS 

 
The following statement applies to all candidates entering the Masterôs program in 

Geography. It is consistent with the General Regulations for Graduate Study, which appear 

in the Calendar of the School of Graduate Studies and Postdoctoral Affairs (SGSPA), and 

should be read in conjunction with those guidelines. 

 

 

 
A THE MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAM IN 

GEOGRAPHY 

 
1 Status and Time Limits 

Effective for students admitted September 1, 2013 and all subsequent 

years: While the Masterôs program is designed and approved to be 

completed in two years (6 terms) of initial full-time registration, there are 

many reasons why additional time may be required. This regulation 

describes the standard timeframe for program completion (scroll down to 

ñTime Limits for Completion of Programsò) and the process for extending the 

timeframe (scroll down to ñExtension of Time Limitsò). 
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4 Requirements 

The Masterôs program in Geography consists of course work and a thesis.  

Students have the option of writing a full thesis or a half thesis. In order to 

meet the requirements for a Masterôs degree, students writing a half thesis 

must complete six (6) half-courses; those writing a full thesis must complete 

four (4) half-



 
MA and MSc students in the Department of Geography and Planning have the 

option of writing a traditional thesis or a manuscript thesis. 

 

1 Scope 

The Master's thesis is a major requirement of our program. It must comprise 

a coherent and unified research project. It must be focused upon a theme, 

thesis, or research question. It must be well written and display a scholarly 

understanding of the subject. It must include a review of previous work 

related to the research project and a concluding summation of the thesis' 

contribution to the subject. 

 

2 Length 

The suggested length of a full thesis is no more than 200 pages of 

text. Manuscript theses require a minimum of one manuscript in addition to 

the introduction, literature review (optional at discretion of supervisor in 

consultation with the student), and conclusions. 

 

3 Original Research 

A full thesis must involve the collection, analysis and interpretation of 

primary material from field, laboratory, theoretical, or archival research. 

 

4 Form 

Please see "General Form of Theses" available at the School of Graduate 

Studies 

The following are other requirements for the manuscript thesis option: 

 

Expectations: The intellectual effort behind the manuscript(s) must be 

dominated by the student. Students will normally hold first authorship on 

the manuscript(s) that constitute the thesis. When there is multiple 

authorship, the thesis must include an authorship statement outlining the 

role of all authors and specifying the contributions of the thesis 

author. When work from a previously published or in-press manuscript is 

included in the thesis, a waiver from the copyright holders is normally 

required and should be included in an appendix. 

 

Publication: The manuscript(s) may be ready for submission, submitted, in 

press, or published. Manuscript(s) will typically be peer-reviewed journal 

articles, but other formats, such as book chapters, may be appropriate as 

negotiated with the supervisor and committee. 

 

References: There are two options for presenting references:  

1. References can be consolidated at the end of the thesis, or  

 

2. References can be included at the end of each chapter. 
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2. The examination committee shall comprise at least the following 

members: 
Å Chair of the committee (Head of the Department or Headôs 

delegate, non-voting); Supervisor(s); 

Å At least one other faculty member from the department; e
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8. After the oral thesis examination, the Chair of the Examining Committee 

will ask for comments from the Examination Committee on the conduct 

of the examination (a standard form will be provided) and will provide a 

report to the Head of the Department or Graduate Chair and to the 

SGSPA. The result of the examination, copyright forms, and reports, are 

forwarded by the Graduate Programs Coordinator to the SGSPA Thesis 

Coordinator. 

 

F TRANSFER FROM MA/MSC TO PHD 

1 Rationale 

Students registered in the MA or MSc program who show exceptional 

promise in their research and have first class standing may apply for transfer 

to the PhD program without completing their Masterôs thesis. This procedure 

is in place to rapidly advance qualified students to the doctoral program. The 

student will be required to complete a minimum of four courses combined 

(plus GPHY 857/801) from the Masters and PhD program. If a student has 
completed GPHY 857 (required for
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¶ current transcript (internal transcript acceptable) 

¶ a brief justification outlining the studentôs qualifications (to be completed 

by the supervisor) 
¶
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