
Queen’s University 
Department of Geography and Planning 
 
Volume 3 | May 2023

GE
GLOBAL ENCOUNTERS: NEW VISIONS

Thành phố Hồ Chí Minh, Việt Nam 
Lee Nguyen

NV





3

GLOBAL ENCOUNTERS: NEW VISIONS, VOL. III, 2023

Letter from the Editors 

Contributors 

Fieldwork Spotlight 

 

Articles 

Improving Cycling and Walkability at Queen’s University 

The City We Became 

A Policy Analysis of Canada’s Carbon Offset Market 

The Plight of Pretoria’s Precariat 

Gentrification: Toronto’s Housing Crisis 

Inclusionary Zoning and the Toronto Housing Crisis 

Cassava Flour Production 

Grandmother Moon

4 

5 

6 

 

 

10 

15 

18 

26 

31 

36 

41 

46

CONTENTS





5

GLOBAL ENCOUNTERS: NEW VISIONS, VOL. III, 2023

Improving Cycling and Walkability at Queen’s University                 Cameron Decloet 10 
Cameron Decloet is in his second year of undergraduate studies as a Geography major. He is currently pursu-
ing certificates in both GIS as well as Urban planning. Cameron’s academic interests include Remote sensing, 
GIS, and transportation planning; with a particular focus on rethinking car-dependency.  Cameron aspires to 
contribute to a greener and healthier future through sustainable transportation solutions.

The City We Became: Book Review               Mikayla Densham 15 
Mikayla Densham is currently a second-year student at Queens University, completing a Bachelor of Arts 
Honours degree, with a Major in Geography. On top of my major, she is completing a Certificate in Urban and 
Regional Planning with the Department of Geography. She really enjoys all her human geography courses, 
especially any course that is based around cities and how to maintain them as well as upgrade them without 
displacing the current community. In her spare time she likes to be outside, depending on the season, that 
could be just going for a walk, biking, swimming, or skiing.

A Policy Analysis of Canada’s Carbon Offset Market            Grace Gates 18 
Grace Gates is a third year Concurrent Education student studying a major in Geography and a minor in Indig-
enous studies at Queen’s University.

The Plight of Pretoria’s Precariat         George Hodges-Maley 26

Gentrification: Toronto’s Housing Crisis                Sarah Jihae Kaye 31 
Inclusionary Zoning and The Toronto Housing Crisis                 36 



Natasha Burgert (2021) 
 
(top left) Pembroke, Ontario
My team and I were rushing to get back to 
town before all the restaurants closed after 
a long day of netting and tagging Lake Stur-
geon. But I believe there’s always time to stop 
and capture a beautiful moment. These pink 
flowers framing the still river were just looking 
too photogenetic to pass by unnoticed. 

 
(bottom left) Renfrew, Ontario
I feel so lucky to be in a province with such 
hidden fairytale-esque sceneries sprinkled 



Marley Gryfe (2023)

Deerfield Beach, Florida 
As part of the Aging Playfully 
project with the Population 
and Place Research Lab, 
this fieldwork looked at tra-
ditional recreation for older 
adults in the saturated envi-
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ABSTRACT
This article will explore urban planning issues that are pervasive in North American cities 
through a solution-oriented, local perspective that highlights how such issues manifest 
in Kingston, Ontario. Correspondingly, while the solutions offered below are focused on 
improving infrastructure on the Queen’s University (herein “Queen’s”) campus, such rec-
ommendations can be replicated anywhere. Car dependency is a paramount contem-
porary problem, the ubiquity of which — in Canada and the United States — suggests 
that moving away from the automobile-reliant status quo will be a procedurally rigid and 
contentious process.  Nevertheless, such an overhaul is necessary as increasingly wide-
spread reconsiderations of previous car-centric design represents a renaissance in urban 
planning that Kingston should not disregard. Furthermore, change is necessitated by the 
climate emergency, as one of the major driving factors are the emissions from personal 
automobiles. Although mitigating atmospheric pollution is reason enough for a retooling of 
ground-level infrastructure, it is hardly the main goal nor the only benefit of altering street 
design. The following analysis employs diagrams, satellite as well as ground-level imagery, 
and ArcGIS Online to visualize how a reconstruction of roads on the Queen’s campus 
would look if implemented.

DECLOET, CAMERON

AN URBAN PLANNING PROPOSAL

IMPROVING CYCLING 
AND WALKABILITY AT 
QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY
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side, there would be adequate space for bus-
es to pass. Another key feature of these rec-
ommendations is the raised intersection. These 
designs are highly effective at improving pedes-
trian safety, “Raised intersections have been 
found to induce speed reductions on approach 
to the intersection and can create a traffic calm-
ing effect” (Candappa et al., 2014., p. 6). Be-
cause speed is a key determinant in the severity 
of crashes, such an alteration will have positive 
effects on pedestrian safety by way of speed re-
duction (Candappa et al., 2014., p. 5). At the 

corner of University Avenue and Union Street, 
this should work in conjunction with the exist-
ing pedestrian-oriented intersection signaling to 
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ABSTRACT
Can all New York’s problems be solved? That is the question The City We Became by 
N.K Jemisin aims to answer. All five boroughs of the city are represented in the book, 
what challenges they face and how they are all connected. Each borough has a desig-
nated person who was chosen to represent them, and those five people need to figure 
out how to save the city from a higher power that is attacking it. While trying to save the 
city it comes to light what geographical issues are happening within the boroughs. There 
are discussions about gentrification and varying urban experiences within the same city. 
Something to keep in mind is that this book is a fantasy book meaning there are different 
avatars and superpowers that are not in the real world. This book would be an enjoyable 
read for anyone who is studying or who enjoys geography, and I would recommend it to 
upper-year high school students and beyond.

DENSHAM, MIKAYLA

BOOK REVIEW
THE CITY WE BECAME
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New York City must be saved and pro-
tected. The City We Became by N.K. Jemisin, is 
a highly rated fictional fantasy book that shows 
its readers the stereotypes, damage and chang-
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as though she was not truly part of New York 
City, and the other four boroughs had the same 
thoughts towards Staten Island. When Brook-
lyn was explaining the city to Manhattan who 
is referred to as Manny , she explained Staten 
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GATES, GRACE

A POLICY ANALYSIS 
OF CANADA’S 
CARBON OFFSET 
MARKET

ABSTRACT
In 2022, the Canadian Government released the second stage of their federal carbon 
offset policy called the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act (GGPPA). This policy set a 
national benchmark for provinces in both the individual and industrial sectors to account 
for the greenhouse gas emissions with the environmental costs in daily decisions. This act 
was created as it was determined that the provincial policies for environmental backstops 
were not progressing at the globally agreed upon rate of the Paris Agreement. This poli-
cy review was created to summarize and compare the GGPPA to economic theories to 





be joining the fuel charge in 2023 as they did 
not have enough consumer carbon levies to ac-
count for the new standardized benchmark that 
was created when phase two was implemented 
(Potkins, 2022). 

ANALYSIS OF POLICY ENVIRONMENT 
AND POLITICAL DEBATE

What is this marketization process trying to 
solve and why now?

This market is inevitably trying to re-
duce Canada’s GHG Emissions as it has be-
come evident that the provincial policies are not 
decreasing emissions at a rate fast enough to 
meet federal and international goals. Moreover, 
the federal government created this system to 
ultimately keep the investments domestic and 
ensure a national ‘benchmark’ for a more regu-
lated system when implementing the backstop 
(Government of Canada 2022).

This policy has built traction behind it as 
scientists have given the world until 2030 to re-
duce emissions or else it is inevitable that the 
global temperature increase will be too high for 
the human race to survive in the distant future 
(IPCC 2021). Furthermore, the Paris Agreement 
was the driving international force which set the 
standard with how the world would keep the 
global warming temperature to ideally 1.5oC, 
which was noted before industrial levels (UNFC-
CC 2019). With increasing pressure of the high 
expectations for the Paris Agreement, 2030 is a 
critical year as the UNFCCC believes that “ze-
ro-carbon solutions could be competitive in sec-
tors representing over 70% of global emissions”; 
but in actuality, very few countries have done 
enough to reduce emissions (UNFCCC 2019). 
If anything, most countries have significantly 
increased their emissions since the agreement 
was first signed in 2015 (UNFCCC 2019). 

Political Environment Around Policy

Before reflecting on the provincial re-
sponse to the OBPS, the federal government’s 
incentives need to be discussed to see how 
provinces are encouraged to participate in the 

newly managed sector. When the first phase 
of the GGPPA was introduced, if provinces did 
not meet the federal benchmark, they would be 
automatically enrolled unless they proposed a 
different plan. Except, Sadikman and Brinker 
highlighted that any province that has volun-
tarily adopted the federal OBPS system has the 
choice for the proceeds collected from the tax-
es could be directly returned to that area (2022). 
The provinces that did not voluntarily adopt the 
federal OBPS would have to return all the mon-
ey that was collected within the jurisdictions (Sa-
dikman and Brinker 2022). In 2019, New Bruns-
wick, Ontario, Manitoba, and Saskatchewan 
were the only provinces to voluntarily adopt the 
fuel charge and they were able to collect and re-
invest the proceeds through two programs: The 
Future Electricity Fund (FEF) and the Decarbon-
ization Incentive Program (DIP). FEF was creat-
ed to support new clean electricity programs or 
projects and in 2019 they collected 81.4 million 
dollars to be allocated between the four partici-
pating provinces (Sadikman and Brinker 2022). 
DIP is a merit based program and the authors 
highlight how “the program will specifically 
support single- or multi-year projects with the 
objective of deploying commercially available 
and/or proven low-carbon technologies and 
processes in eligible provinces (i.e, New Bruns-
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is imperative to understand how the OBPS is 
being perceived across a geographically and 
socially diverse country.

Provincial Response

 In terms of industry and present day par-
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was implemented this year is only being reflect-
ed in industrial projects. It was the first phase 
that affected individuals, but the second phase 
is where the country sees an astronomically in-
crease in the benchmark as industrial emitters 
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further investigated depending on how much 
money they receive, could it affect the wage of 
the labour force for this project? Would there be 
mandates to ensure that the money goes to the 
people, the community, or the company? Marx 
states that power is driven by the opportunity to 
make more money, but in this case, as power 
and wealth are accumulated, the more money 
will be allegedly invested into the communities 
through the contracting companies (The Gov-
ernment of Canada 2022). The question is, is 
it deceiving that the money is not going to the 
community like the government advertises? Do 
these companies have to be local? Can the con-
tracting company be from a province that isn’t 
participating, but they are working in a province 
that is?

Next, the Feminist Approach views 
markets in a manner that portrays how gen-
der shapes capitalist markets (Paton and Ca-
hill 2020). The Feminist Approach looks at how 
gender is viewed in society and the social ex-
pectation associated with each gender (Cohen, 
Lecture 3, 2022). For instance, when we look at 
home relations, who is expected to cook and 
clean and look after children? The Feminist Ap-
proach highlights that without this background 
work, markets can’t run this smoothly (Paton 
and Cahill 2020). Without childcare or household 
upkeep, people cannot invest time into energy 
or new projects, and they certainly cannot invest 
the time into creating innovative technologies. 
When reflecting, all the incentives and grants are 
rooted in phase two which predominantly focus-
es on the industrial projects. What can Canada 
do for households that have to pay transporta-
tion tax when they are a single income family 
or disabled? Will there be greater tax returns? 
Can there be grants specifically for innovating 
residential areas to encourage other industries 
to invest and improve home relations? This mar-
ket has the ability to steer investments and in-
novations into any industry they choose, if home 
relations are what allow all markets to function, 
shouldn’t we focus on innovating those?

The last Heterodox Economic Lens I 
want to discuss is the Institutional Approach. 
The Institutional Approach focuses on the firms 

rather than the individual and their application 
to the market. This approach believes that the 
structures shape what is viewed as acceptable 
methods of exchange as the norms and legal 
framework around each market adjusts (Paton 
and Cahill 2020). Essentially, it is rooted in some-
what of a ‘popularity contest’, it is won by the 
more powerful group being able to shape the 
market (Cohen, Lecture 3, 2022). This could be 
a reflection of power of the federal government, 
as this was imposed by the federal government 
and the previous provincial power in the climate 
industry had to accept their conditions to reap 
the rewards. The Institutional Approach is the 
most interesting to view because it shows the 
uneven power struggle because of the inability 
for a single province to revolt as now eight prov
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ABSTRACT
While inequality (particularly of wealth) is on the rise globally, South Africa finds itself 
acutely afflicted. The “world’s most unequal country” (Katy Scott, 2021) offers a win-
dow into not only the grotesque uneven development disseminated by colonial leg-
acies, but also illustrates concretely the growth of chronic, systematic employment 
insecurity: the expansion of the precariat class. Swaths of the nation’s population live in 
situations of abject poverty or precarious, informal employment, which follows distinctly 
racialized lines. The expansion of South Africa’s precariat class is simply a microcosmic 
symptom of a larger issue in the neoliberal capitalist system, an ailment which dispro-
portionately impacts the Global South. I assert that the legacies of racial capitalism 
are the driving factors of the contemporary racialized precariat and that the degree of 
socio-economic devastation brought by the COVID-19 pandemic are a direct product 
of racializing ideologies.

With precarity in the era of COVID-19 being such a pervasive issue, by paying particular 
focus to South Africa’s principal sectors, mining and energy, the scale of multifaceted 
inequality can be vividly examined.

HODGES-MALEY, GEORGE

SOCIO-ECONOMIC INEQUALITY IN SOUTH 
AFRICA THROUGH THE LENS OF RACIAL 
CAPITALISM 

THE PLIGHT 
OF PRETORIA’S 
PRECARIAT
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THE POSITION OF THE PRECARIAT IN 
SOUTH AFRICA’S POLITICAL ECONOMY

Today, the position of many South Af-
ricans is one of precarity, where incomes are 
little, work is unstable, employment is insecure 
and labour conditions are hazardous. This is 
coupled with gross racial inequality, only exac-
erbated by other dimensions of multifaceted so-
cio-economic inequality, such as gender. These 
factors convene to produce gross economic 
inequality and a political-economic landscape 
where “it would take the pay of 461 black wom-
xn from the bottom 10% of earners to make as 
much as the average (white, male) CEO takes 
home in a year” (Oxfam South Africa, 2020).

In fact, the issue is as old as the capi-
talist system in the region, where problems of 
job quality, security and low-wages have always 
been particularly profound for racialized (primar-
ily black) populations.

LEGACIES OF RACIAL CAPITALISM: 
THE MANUFACTURING OF RACIALIZED 

LABOUR DIVISIONS

It is well understood that white-suprem-
acist ideologies have dominated South Africa’s 
capitalist history, where the dispossession and 
oppression of racialized groups enabled capital 
accumulation for colonisers.

Capitalism arrived in what is now South 
Africa in the mid 17th Century, as the Dutch be-
gan their plundering of the West Cape. Through 
primitive accumulation they principally appropri-
ated agricultural land, robbing Indigenous pop-
ulations of land fundamental to their pastoral 
economies (“History of slavery and early coloni-
sation in South Africa”, n.d.). With black Indig-
enous populations shunted from their own land 
and largely disregarded from participating in the 
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circuit of capital, retaining extra surplus profits. 

In this way, with the removal of jobs from 
the national labour pool and less surplus profits 
being reinvested into the economy, the precariat 
class become increasingly starved of both the 
means to accumulate capital and capital itself.

THE IMPACTS OF THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC ON THE PRESENT DAY 

PRECARIAT 

With the importance of job security, high 
wages and the detriments that neoliberal pol-
icies create being outlined, the true severity of 
the COVID-19 pandemic reveals itself. 

Due to convening global vaccine in-
equalities, distribution issues, and population 
hesitancy resulting from poor education, South 
Africa’s vaccine rate remains low in the final 
month of 2021, sitting at less than a quarter 
of the nation’s population (Reuters, 2021). Be-
cause of this, infection rates have remained high 
since COVID’s arrival in South African borders 
and resulting lockdowns have proved ruinous for 
the nation’s economy. In just the space of three 
months in mid 2020, 80,000 jobs were lost from 
the formal economy (Accram, 2021). These job 
losses, and the other hundreds of thousands 
resulting from COVID lockdowns, dispropor-
tionately affect those experiencing precarity 
and poverty, both in number and magnitude of 
effect. It’s the case, however, that those at the 
bottom of the precariat- people participating in 
the informal economy- will be affected worst, 
with the ILO estimating that informal workers in 
the global south could see earnings fall by 60% 
(International Labour Organization, 2020).

Contrastingly, white South Africans, who 
typically hold secure, well-paying service and 
knowledge jobs have been comparatively less 
scathed. Job cuts have been concentrated in 
less affluent, racialized populations, while high-
er-paid white South Africans are more likely to 
be able to work from home during lockdowns, 
further exacerbating existing wealth inequalities.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

I assert that the legacies of racial capi-
talism, being the uneven development and di-
visions of labour that they have disseminated, 
are the principal factors in producing a precar-
ious and insecure socio-economic class which 
pervades South Africa’s contemporary political 
economic landscape. The predominantly black 
precariat that we see today has been directly 
produced by economic and social policy largely 
limiting the economic participation of racialized 
groups to work in insecure, poorly paid em-
ployment. These limitations have provided the 
framework for a precarious class who, facing a 
massively economically destabilising pandem-
ic, have suffered much worse than the groups 
who benefit from their economic subjugation. 
The neoliberalization of South Africa’s economy 
has contributed greatly, especially in times of 
COVID, to the reinforcement of the socio-eco-
nomic status quo, further entrenching inequality 
along racialized lines.



HODGES-MALEY

REFERENCES

Accram, A. (2021). Employment in the formal sector 
decreased by over 80 000 from March to June. 
SABC News. Retrieved 13 December 2021, from 
https://www.sabcnews.com/sabcnews/employ-
ment-in-the-formal-sector-decreased-by-over-
80-000-from-march-to-june/.

Fine, B., & Rustomjee, Z. (1996). The Political Econ-
omy of South Africa From Minerals–Energy Com-
plex to Industrialisation (1st ed.). Routledge.

History of slavery and early colonisation in South 
Africa. Sahistory.org.za. Retrieved 11 December 
2021, from https://www.sahistory.org.za/article/



GLOBAL ENCOUNTERS: NEW VISIONS, VOL. III, 2023

31

ABSTRACT
This paper examines gentrification and financialization as leading causes of the housing 
crisis in Toronto, Ontario. Gentrification is defined as the process by which low-income 
neighborhoods are transformed through the influx of affluent businesses and people, 
which leads to the displacement of low-income residents. Financialization refers to the 
increasing roles of finance in the operation of domestic and international economies. 
The paper analyzes Toronto’s housing crisis through these critical concepts, revealing 
the intersectional social and racial dimensions that underlie the problem. The analysis 
shows that the city’s housing crisis will continue unless active political action is tak-
en. The paper highlights the need to take a critical geographic approach to analyze 
the issues of cities, questioning who has control, who is benefiting, and who is being 
harmed. 

KAYE, SARAH JIHAE

TORONTO’S HOUSING CRISIS
GENTRIFICATION
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Gentrification, one of the most wide-
spread urban processes that facilitates the in-
fringement of residents’ quality of life, is the 
leading cause of the housing crisis present in To-
ronto, Ontario. A housing crisis is defined by the 
persistent and increasing shortage of affordable 
housing with the housing supply unable to meet 
its demands. Although most major cities experi-
ence this problem, Toronto will be referenced as 
a case study in this review. The strong economic 
growth associated with financialization and gen-
trification has led to a surge in population growth 
and increased housing prices, threatening social 
cohesion and individual well-being. 

Toronto, located along Lake Ontar-
io’s northwestern shore, is a major Canadian 
city and is a dynamic metropolis (Ben David, 
2023). Oxford Economics released its housing 
affordability report on October 18, 2021, which 
ranked Toronto as the third least affordable city 
in North America (Arsenych, 2021). The finan-
cial squeeze to stay in the city is currently in 
the beginning stages of affecting middle and 
upper-middle-class residents. While the hous-
ing crisis affects the entire population, there are 
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TORONTO’S HOUSING CRISIS THROUGH 
CRITICAL CONCEPT(S)

It is crucial when analyzing issues of 
a city to take a critical geographic approach 
and question who has control, who is benefit-
ting, and who is being harmed. Experiences of 
marginalized social groups need to be carefully 
considered when discussing such a high-prior-
ity topic as housing. Countless neighborhoods 
in Toronto, specifically ethnic enclaves, and ar-
eas with a high concentration of low-income 
and marginalized residents have suffered the 
effects of gentrification. Those who fit in these 
categories are subjected to displacement due 
to the rent inflation associated with the arrival of 
affluent corporations replacing local businesses. 
Inner-city neighborhoods are targets for gentri-
fication attracting financial investors who notice 
and look to exploit the visible rent gap. 

Global capital markets have complete-
ly reworked housing markets on a worldwide 
scale. As financial markets and corporations 
have been increasing their dominance in the 
housing industry, a housing crisis has formed as 
a result. To understand Toronto’s current hous-
ing crisis, it is important to note the financial 
speculation in urban real estate through mort-
gage prices that led to the 2008 global financial 
crisis (Cohen, 2021). Following the crisis, we 
see a shift in values and the financialization of 
the housing phenomenon transpired. This oc-
curs when housing is viewed as a commodity 
- an investment opportunity - as opposed to a 
fundamental necessity. 

The financialized gentrification frame-
work can be applied to reveal the core of To-
ronto’s housing crisis. Like traditional forms of 
gentrification, low-income marginalized groups 
are targets of this process and are displaced 
out of the inner city into more rural neighbor-
hoods. However the addition of financialization 
brings numerous distinct effects on residents; 
the drastic decline in affordable housing, and  
reduced tenant protections that benefit those 
with a higher socio-economic status at the ex-
pense of poorer residents (Xhaferri, 2019). This 
decrease in affordable housing production has 

led to an increase in socioeconomic imbalanc-
es through lucrative private housing corpora-
tions. Parkdale, a residential neighborhood in 
Toronto, can be used to showcase this urban 
process. Real estate investment trusts have 
purchased numerous buildings in the neigh-
borhood, renovating them into higher luxu-
ry rentals to accumulate the largest possible 
profit - displacing existing residents that could 
not afford the higher rental market as a result 
(Whyte, 2020). These private corporations are 
eerily reminiscent of colonial ideals as they ar-
rive in ‘underdeveloped’ communities and gen-
trify the area as it is an economic opportunity. 
Following this definition, post-colonialist views 
on gentrification unveil what is occurring in this 
neighborhood. Parkdale’s vibrant culture and 
affordable housing were stripped, leaving it as 
a vulnerable community. In Toronto’s case, the 
effects of financialization enabled by neoliberal 
state policies are evident. An affordability crisis 
formed for renters and an economic opportunity 
for investors created by a withdrawal from so-
cial housing deregulated tenant protections and 
decontrolled rent policies. 

For example, under the terms of the rent 
control legislation prior to its update in 2018, va-
cancy control limited the amount landlords could 
increase rent between tenants (Hale, 2018). Re-
versing this, the Ontario Provincial government 
introduced new legislation that exempted new 
and vacant units from rental price increases. 
The Progressive Conservatives claimed that 
this policy would motivate investors to increase 
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ABSTRACT
Inclusionary Zoning and The Toronto Housing Crisis focuses on the housing afford-
ability crisis present in Toronto, which is a result of historical policy decisions, and a 
rising population, leading to a low supply of affordable housing units (AHU). The finan-
cializaton of housing is viewed as a key factor in this crisis, where housing is viewed 
as an investment opportunity, and private developers invest in the housing market to 
close the rent gap. The paper evaluates the impact of the newest Inclusionary Zoning 
Plan that was voted in favour of by the Council in November of 2021. The Inclusion-
ary Zoning (IZ) regulation sets rent and housing prices to reflect the needs of low and 
moderate-income households, secures 8-22% of condominium units to be affordable 
housing by 2030, and required units to remain affordable for 99 years. However, the 
potential impact of IZ on other urban issues such as upzoning are highlighted. Although 
there is potential for positive outcomes, this market-driven policy has limited potential 
to produce affordable housing and only accelerates gentrification. Kaye suggests that 
integrating critical concepts such as financialized gentrification into policy revision can 
help prevent the displacement of local residents and ensure AHUs are secured. 

AN URBAN POLICY SOLUTION

INCLUSIONARY 
ZONING AND THE 
TORONTO HOUSING 
CRISIS

KAYE, SARAH JIHAE
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SECTION 37 POLICY BRIEF

Housing is an essential component 
of individual well-being and an instrument for 
access, in that it opens access to community 
services and its space provides increased per-
sonal safety. The absence of adequate housing 
reduces the quality of life for community mem-
bers — a reality that Toronto’s residents are cur-
rently facing. The economic growth linked with 
financialization, and gentrification has resulted 
in an influx in population and housing price in-
creases. Along with most major cities, Toronto 
experiences multiple challenges to its housing 
crisis including (1) the lack of housing supply 
considering the demands, and (2) the use of real 
estate as an investment. While this urban issue 
has had a particular impact on marginalized 
communities, the city’s astronomical living costs 
are gradually encroaching upon the upper-mid-
dle class with house prices surpassing critical 
thresholds. The housing affordability crisis has 
imperiled the accessibility of residential housing, 
compounding the pre-existing and intensifying 
scarcity of housing units that continues to afflict 
the region. 

Increased rents have been exacerbat-
ed byEMC  /P <</bTTj EMC  /P <</Lang (en-US)/MCID 2427 ktcity a*f life for community mem
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As threatening as these effects are, 
Toronto’s plan is unlike others and debatably 
worse in that it transfers costs of housing sub-
sidies onto the new developments. Instead of 
offsetting costs like tax exemptions or Section 
371 provisions, developers raise their costs and 
reduce the number of units that are built - there-
fore aggravating housing shortages for all groups 
and advancing over the market-rate prices (Au-
gust, M. & Walks, A., 2018). In addition, there 
are natural limits to the number of AHUs IZ can 
deliver. It is incapable of producing the number 
of affordable units required to make any change 
to Toronto’s housing crisis. Finally, and most 
significantly, the affordability requirements of To-
ronto’s IZ policy significantly vary, thus target-
ing households between $32,000 and $92,000 
(City of Toronto, 2021). This broad definition of 
‘affordable’ is unfortunately unattainable for the 
vast majority of individuals targeted by IZ.

IZ is politically attractive to the City of 
Toronto due to the responsibility of social hous-
ing that was transferred to them from the fed-
eral government. Contrary to conventional so-
cial housing provided by the government, this 
solution does not require the city to use its own 
funds. Like the communities of New York City, 
this forces new homebuyers to cover addition-
al costs for providing affordable housing units. 
Toronto’s Inclusionary Zoning Official Plan is 
arguably a facade to make it easier to upzone 
and gentrify the city’s neighbourhoods. There 
are underlying political motivations in the poli-
cy that cater to high-income households. Up-
zoning is defined as the practice of changing a 
neighbourhood to have increased commercial 
use which allows greater density in the area, in 
turn affecting existing occupants (Cohen, 2021). 
As increased density introduces new residents, 
improvements to community facilities and ser-
vices would include higher demand for parking, 
public transit, new buildings, and infrastructure 
contributing to environmental emissions and cli-
mate change concerns (August, M. & Walks, A., 
2018).

Inclusionary Zoning Official Plan of To-
ronto presents an opportunity to promote so-
cio-economic diversity within an affluent area. 
However, the history of gentrification in the city 
necessitates careful consideration of the po-
tential displacement of local residents. Given 
private developers’ prioritization of profit accu-
mulation, the municipal government cannot de-
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ABSTRACT
Premium Motherland Cassava Flour is a small-scale manufacturing and exporting com-
pany based in Ghana that aims to challenge exploitative labour practices of typical 
global commodity chains and promote spatial equity within its own. The company 
attempts to achieve these goals by focusing on independent farming practices and 
sustainable labour practices, with a specific focus on local scale and person-focused 
employment. This article aims to examine these equitable practices of the company, 
arguing that Premium Motherland’s commitment to community development, social 
issues, and improving business practices contribute to spatial justice and equity within 
their commodity chain. The study concludes that Premium Motherland’s efforts in pro-
moting spatial justice are essential to redeveloping equity in the cassava flour commod-
ity chain and provide insights into the potential of small-scale enterprises to promote 
sustainable and equitable economic development.

VANDEBELT, EMMA

REDEVELOPING SPATIAL EQUITY IN THE 
COMMODITY CHAIN
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grant workers are willing to take these jobs and 
accept lower wages, this makes it more difficult 
for local workers to access low skill jobs that pay 
enough. This drives the workforce in Ghana to 
the extremes: either emigrating out to gain high-
er education or other employment, or potentially 
forced to the margins and living on the streets. 
In the case of Premium Motherland, employing 
local farmers instead of hiring migrant workers 
for less money increases the number of more 
sustainable jobs in the country for locals. It also 
tends to increase wages for these local workers 
and gives them a sense of ownership and inde-
pendence (Vargas-Silva, 2020). 

Furthermore, the proximity of farm to 
plant ensures that the cassava stays fresh 
without needing preservatives and that there is 
less product lost in transportation over longer 
distances (Lipińska, 2019). Within the cassava 
industry, it is common for there to be loss of 
product within the supply chain, with 4.95% of 
cassava root lost during harvest, and 2.2% of 
cassava root lost during transport to and from 
the factories, as well as significant loss due to 
spoilage during storage and discarding of small 
or woody tubers before the flour is manufac-
tured (Oguntade, 2013). Not only does Premi-
um Motherland ensure equity in the scale and 
proximity of farm relationships, but they also 
give farmers an assured product price through 
a “promise of purchase”. This ensures a fair 
process, consistent income, and, in turn, quality 
of life to support tC  /P Tw T*  /Pp2livielihody be 
d223promiseng 224.to beuy wat eer lhe facmers agomw
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Key Words 
 
 

Turtle Island: an Indigenous name for Earth, or North America 
Landscape: a complex part of society that gives hints about what humans do 
Land: connection between humans and the Earth that holds wisdom 
Interconnections: the way people or places are connected to each other 
through the environment or human activity 
First Woman: Also known as Mother Earth; a female figure in creation 
Sovereignty: a nation's control over itself 
Land Back: the return of land, and power, back to Indigenous peoples on 
Turtle Island 
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To start our story, we mustn’t fray away, 
a landscape is 
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Also, to note, humans grow from the Earth. 
An 
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A landscape holds more than pipelines and quarries, 
with creation, and love, and sovereignty stories. 
Over time, these lands were stolen from peoples, 

the animals too, the waters, and eagles. 
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Giving land back means many things, 
care and connection are a few that it brings. 

Land guardians control where pipelines are bound, 
like the Wet'suwet'en nation and standing their ground. 

Land protects us, so we must do the same. 
So, throw in the fuel and dance in the flame. 

54





56  AUTHOR






