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Biographical Information 

Appointment Status 

Professor of Geography, Emeritus  

Geography and Planning, Arts and Sciences, Queen's University at Kingston, Canada 

 

Visiting Professor in Latin American History 

 

Universidad Pablo de Olavide, Seville, Spain 
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Academic Background 

1980        Doctorate, Geography, University of Alberta, Canada    

  1975        Master’s, Geography, University of Alberta, Canada 

1973        Master’s, Geography, University of Glasgow, Scotland 

Honours and Awards 

2019 Invited Keynote Speaker, International Symposium Marking the 500th Anniversary of  

 the Spanish Conquest of Mexico (Dirección de Estudios Históricos, Mexico City). 

 

2018 
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1979 Lecturer, Queen’s University, Kingston, ON,  Canada 

Academic Publications 

Books  

 

Lovell, W. George. 2022/2019 [1995].  A Beauty That Hurts: Life and Death in Guatemala. 

Fourth Edition. Toronto: Between the Lines. pp. xviii + 266. Audio-

book: https://btlbooks.com/book/beauty-that-hurts254 

 

Lovell, W. George, Christopher H. Lutz and Wendy Kramer. 2020. Strike Fear in the Land: Pedro 

de Alvarado and the Conquest of Guatemala, 1524-1541. Norman: University of 

Oklahoma Press. pp. xvi + 174. 

 

Lovell, W. George and Christopher H. Lutz. 2020 [2009]. Historia sin máscara: Vida y obra de 

Severo Martínez Peláez. Second Edition. Guatemala City: Centro de Estudios Urbanos y 

Regionales de la Universidad de San Carlos and Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias 

Sociales. Pp. 78. 

 

Lovell, W. George, Christopher H. Lutz and Wendy Kramer. 2019 [2016]. Atemorizar la tierra: 

Pedro de Alvarado y la conquista de Guatemala, 1524-1541. Third Edition. Antigua 

Guatemala: Centro de Investigaciones Regionales de Mesoamérica and Guatemala City: 

F&G Editores. pp. 175.  

 

Lovell. W. George. 2015 [1985] Conquest and Survival in Colonial Guatemala: A Historical 

Geography of the Cuchumatán Highlands, 1500-1821. Revised Fourth Edition. Montreal 

and Kingston: McGill-Queen's University Press. pp. xxxv + 306.  

 

Lovell, W. George. 2015 [1990]. Conquista y cambio cultural: La Sierra de los Cuchumatanes 

de Guatemala, 1500-1821. Second Edition. Antigua Guatemala: Centro de Investigaciones 

Regionales de Mesoamérica. pp. xvi + 296. 

 

Kramer, Wendy, W. George Lovell and Christopher H. Lutz. 2014. Saqueo en el Archivo: El 

paradero de los tesoros documentales guatemaltecos. Antigua Guatemala: Centro de 

Investigaciones Regionales de Mesoamérica. pp. xxxiv + 65. 

 

Lovell, W. George 

https://outlook.office.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=gllhlKFrgCRK4sB-eU9SeqxgvLNeFUO4LO2jWFeDdxXSCeUJN_LZCAFodHRwczovL2J0bGJvb2tzLmNvbS9ib29rL2JlYXV0eS10aGF0LWh1cnRzMjU0
http://www.afehc-historia-centroamericana.org/
http://www.afehc-historia-centroamericana.org/
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Martínez Peláez, Severo. 2009. La Patria del Criollo: An Interpretation of Colonial Guatemala. 

Translated by Susan M. Neve and W. George Lovell. Edited and Introduced by W. George 

Lovell and Christopher H. Lutz. Durham and London: Duke University Press. pp. lii + 330.  

 

Cook, Noble David and W. George Lovell, eds. 2001 [1992]. “Secret Judgments of God”:  Old 

World Disease in Colonial Spanish America. Second Edition. Norman and London: 

University of Oklahoma Press. pp. xxiv + 285. 

 

Lovell, W. George and Christopher H. Lutz. 2000. Demografía e imperio: Guía para la historia 

de la población de la América Central española. Guatemala City: Editorial Universitaria 

de la Universidad de San Carlos. pp. xix + 260. 

 

Cook, Noble David and W. George Lovell, eds. 2000. Juicios secretos de Dios: Epidemias y 

despoblación indígena en Hispanoamérica colonial. Quito: Editorial Abya-Yala. pp. 278. 

 

Lovell, W. George and Christopher H. Lutz. 1995. Demography and Empire: A Guide to the 

Population History of Spanish Central America, 1500-1821. Boulder, San Francisco, and 

Oxford: Westview Press. pp. xv + 190.  

 

Forthcoming Books 

Lovell, W. George
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Lovell, W. George and Christopher H. Lutz.  2018. “Unsung Heroes: Cahí Ymox, Belehé Qat, 

and Kaqchikel Resistance to the Spanish Invasion of Guatemala.” In S. Ashley Kistler, ed., 

Faces of Resistance: Maya Heroes, Power, and Identity, pp. 37-60. Tuscaloosa, Alabama: 

University of Alabama Press. 

 

Lovell, W. George. 2018. “Press Clippings: The Daily News in Guatemala.” In Candace Johnson 

and Stephen Henighan, eds., Human and Environmental Justice in Guatemala, pp. 214-

227. Toronto: University of Toronto
q
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Lovell, W. George and Christopher H. Lutz. 2008. “Foreword” to Invading Guatemala
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Lovell, W. George. 1992. “Disease and Depopulation in Early Colonial Guatemala.” In Noble 

David Cook and W. George Lovell, eds., 
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https://outlook.office.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=olHMjjrjGKopzNF9nrWX3JWJR000A6O6iAxu4Y-..
https://theconversation.com/guatemala-25-years-later-firm-and-lasting-peace-is-nowhere-to-be-found-174153
https://theconversation.com/guatemala-25-years-later-firm-and-lasting-peace-is-nowhere-to-be-found-174153
https://aztandler.tumblr.com/
https://outlook.office.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=-DYFAwRSdcBzuxC8zQrMZdIfL8my6Ofm1C26zOeMm21WiKtdNPLZCAFodHRwczovL3N0b3JpY2FtZW50ZS5vcmcvbG92ZWxsX3NtYWxscG94X2N1Y2h1bWF0YW5faGlnaGxhbmRzX29mX2d1YXRlbWFsYQ..
https://outlook.office.com/owa/redir.aspx?REF=7aQIRz9f-KZllq1gzFybEg5-pvM8s-1I6zpSRr9dYKatZyjdvfLZCAFodHRwOi8vYWN0aXZlaGlzdG9yeS5jYS8yMDIxLzEyL2EtcGVhY2UtcmVzZW1ibGluZy13YXIv
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Lovell, W. George and Christopher H. Lutz. 2020. “Perdido en tergiversación: Réplica a 

Marco Fonseca y sus críticas de La Patria del Criollo ([1970] 2009).” Revista Análisis de la 

Realidad Nacional de Guatemala, 197: 49-62. 

 

Lovell, W. George. 2020. “Columbus and Pandemic Contagion: Historical Antecedents to 

COVID-19.”  Royal Society of Canada COVID-19 Series, Publication 52. 

 

Lovell, W. George. 2020. “Colón y la Covid-19: Antecedentes Amerindios de la Pandemia 

Global.” Americanía: Revista de Estudios Latinoamericanos 11: 4-31: 

https://www.upo.es/revistas/index.php/americania/issue/view/261  

 

Lovell, W. George. 2020. “From Columbus to Covid-19: Amerindian Antecedents to the 

Global Pandemic.” Journal of Latin American Geography 19, 3: 177-185. 

 

Lovell, W. George. 2020. “In the Wake of Columbus: Amerindian Antecedents to 

COVID-19. Active History, June 23: https://activehistory.ca/2020/06/in-the-wake-of-columbus-

amerindian-antecedents-to-covid-19/ 

 

Lovell, W. George. 2019. “A Rainbow of Spanish Illusions: Research Frontiers in Colonial  

Guatemala.” Ethnohistory 66, 3: 409-435.  

 

Lovell, W. George. 2019. “Latin America on Screen: Film as a Complement to Teaching 

Regional Geography.” Journal of Latin American Geography 18, 2: 171-179.  
 

Lovell, W. George. 2018. 

https://focusongeography.org/publications/photoessays/seville/index.html
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Kramer, Wendy, W. George Lovell and Christopher H. Lutz, 2013.  “Pillage in the Archives:  The 

Whereabouts of Guatemalan Documentary Treasures.” Latin American Research Review 

48, 3: 153-167. 

 

Lovell, W. George. 2013. “In Memoriam, Jan de Vos (1936-2011).” Colonial Latin            

American Review 22, 1: 152-155. 

 

Lovell, W. George. 2012. “A Tale of Two Maps.” Online Contribution to Cartographic 

Conversation. Providence: John Carter Brown Library (www.jcbl.org). 

 

Kramer, Wendy, W. George Lovell and Christopher H. Lutz. 2011. “Hemorragia en los archivos: 

Reflexiones sobre la pérdida de documentos coloniales guatemaltecos, tesoros de un país 

despojado.” Mesoamérica 53: 236-245. 

 

Huish, Robert L. and W. George Lovell. 2010. “Bajo los volcanes: La influencia de Guatemala 

en José Martí.” Mesoamérica 52: 87-109.   

 

Lovell, W. George

http://www.jcbl.org/
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Lovell, W. George. 2019. Review of Mallory E. Matsumoto, Land, Politics, and Memory in Five 

Nija'ib' K'iche' Títulos: “The Title and Proof of Our Ancestors” (2017), in Hispanic 

American Historical Review 99, 2 (2019), pp. 353-354. 

Lovell, W. George. 2018. Review of Charles Étienne Brasseur de Bourbourg, The Manuscript 

Hunter: Brasseur de Bourbourg’s Travels Through Central America and Mexico, 1854-

1859 (2017), translated and edited by Katia Sainson, in AAG Review of Books 6, 2 (2018), 

pp. 77-79 and Mesoamerica 58 (2016), pp. 189-194 (Spanish).  

Lovell, W. George. 2015. Robert W. Patch, Indians and the Political Economy of Colonial 

Central America, 1670-1810 (2013), in Journal of Historical Geography 48 (2015), p.71 

and Anuario de Estudios Americanos 72, 2 (2015), pp. 784-786 (Spanish). 

Lovell, W. George. 2015. Review of Gregory T. Cushman, Guano and the Opening of the Pacific 

World: A Global Ecological History (2013), in Journal of Latin American Geography 14, 

1 (2015), pp.173-175. 

Lovell, W. George. 2015. Review of Sylvia Sellers-García, Distance and Documents at the 

Spanish Empire’s Periphery (2014), in Anuario de Estudios Americanos 72, 1 (2015), pp. 

383-385 (Spanish). 

Lovell, W. George. 2014. Review of Sylvia Sellers-García, Distance and Documents at the 

Spanish Empire’s Periphery (2014), in The Americas 71, 1 (2014), pp. 151-153. 

Lovell, W. George. 2014. Review of  Susanna B. Hecht, The Scramble for the Amazon and the 

Lost Paradise of Euclides da Cunha (2013), in Journal of Peasant Studies, 41, 3 (2014), 

pp. 434-437. 

Lovell, W. George. 2014. Review of Luciana Martins, Photography and Documentary Film in 

the Making of Modern Brazil (2013), in Society and Space: Environment and Planning D, 

www.societyandspace.com  (2014). 

Lovell, W. George. 2014. Review of Susanna Badgely Place, Guatemala Journey Among the Ixil 

Maya of Guatemala (2013), www.guatemalaixiljourney.org (2014). 

Lovell, W. George. 2013. Review of Daniel W. Gade, Curiosity, Inquiry, and the Geographical 

Imagination (2011), in The Canadian Geographer  57, 4 (2013), online e29-e30. 

Lovell, W. George. 2013. Review of Matthew Liebmann and Melissa S. Murphy, eds., Enduring 

Conquests: Rethinking the Archaeology of Resistance to Spanish Colonialism in the 

Americas (2011), in Ethnohistory 60, 1 (2013), pp. 128-130. 

Lovell, W. George. 2012. Review of Emilio del Valle Escalante, Maya Nationalisms and 

Postcolonial Challenges in Guatemala: Coloniality, Modernity, and Identity Politics 

(2009), in Journal of Latin American Geography 11, 1 (2012), pp. 173-175 and Anuario 

de Estudios Americanos 69, 1 (2012), pp. 380-383 (Spanish). 

http://www.societyandspace.com/
http://www.guatemalaixiljourney.org/
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Lovell, W. George. 2011. Review of Peter H. Herlihy, Kent Mathewson, and Craig S. Revels, 

eds., Ethno- and Historical Geographic Studies in Latin America: Essays Honoring 

William V. Davidson (2008), in Journal of Historical Geography 37, 4 (2011), p. 521. 

Lovell, W. George. 2010. Review of Karen Bassie-Sweet, Maya Sacred Geography and the 

Creator Deities (2008), in Journal of Historical Geography 36, 1 (2010), pp. 107-108 and 

Anuario de Estudios Americanos 67, 1 (2010), pp. 312-314 (Spanish). 

Lovell, W. George. 2010. Review of Yanna Yannakakis, 
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Lovell, W. George. 2005. Review of Suzanne A. Alchon, A Pest in the Land: New World 

Epidemics in a
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Lovell, W. George. 1998. Review of William B. Taylor, Magistrates of the Sacred: Priests and 

Parishioners in Eighteenth-Century Mexico (1996), in Ecumene 5, 3 (1998), pp. 356-359 

and Mesoamérica 35 (1998), pp. 305-309 (Spanish).  

Lovell, W. George. 1998. Review of Thomas E. Reed and Karen Brandow, The Sky Never 

Changes: Testimonies from the Guatemalan Labor Movement (1996), in Labour/Le 

Travail 41 (1998), pp. 310-313. 

Lovell, W. George. 1997. Review of Kenneth Mills, Idolatry and Its Enemies: Colonial Andean 

Religion and Extirpation, 1640-1750, in Canadian Journal of History 32, 3 (1997), pp. 

489-490. 

Lovell, W. George. 1995. Review of Oakah L. Jones, Jr., Guatemala in the Spanish Colonial 

Period (1994), in International History Review 17, 3 (1995), pp. 585-587. 

Lovell, W. George. 1995. Review of Robert H. Jackson, Indian Population Decline: The Missions 

of Northwestern New Spain, 1687-1840 (1994), in American Historical Review 100, 5 

(1995), p. 1734. 

Lovell, W. George. 1994. Review of A.J. Jaffe, The First Immigrants from Asia: A Population 

History of the North American Indians, in The Canadian Geographer 38, 4 (1994), pp. 

380-381. 

Lovell, W. George. 1994. Review of Allan F. Burns, Maya in Exile: Guatemalans in Florida 

(1993), in Refuge 13, 10 (1994), pp. 28-29 and Mesoamérica 27 (1994), pp. 203-205 

(Spanish). 

Lovell, W. George. 1994. Review of Norita Vlach, The Quetzal in Flight: Guatemalan Refugee 

Families in the United States (1992), in Hispanic American Historical Review 74, 3 (1994), 

pp. 546-547 and Mesoamérica 27 (1994), pp. 203-205 (Spanish). 

Lovell, W. George. 1994. Review of Kevin Gosner, Soldiers of the Virgin: The Moral Economy 

of a Colonial Maya Rebellion (1992), in Hispanic American Historical Review 74, 1 

(1994), pp. 168-169.  

Lovell, W. George. 1993. Review of Kevin Gosner Soldiers of the Virgin: The Moral Economy 

of a Colonial Maya Rebellion (1992), in Mesoamérica 26 (1993), pp. 335-337 (Spanish).  

Lovell, W. George. 1993. Review of Daniel T. Reff, Disease, Depopulation, and Culture Change 

in Northwestern New Spain, 1518-1764, in American Historical Review 98, 2 (1993), pp. 

612-613.  

Lovell, W. George. 1993. Review of John K. Chance, Conquest of the Sierra: Spaniards and 

Indians in Colonial Oaxaca (1989), in Journal of Historical Geography 19, 1 (1993), pp. 

100-101 and Mesoamérica 25 (1993) 144-146. 
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Lovell, W. George. 1991. Review of Grant D. Jones, Maya Resistance to Spanish Rule: Time and 

History on a Colonial Frontier (1989), in Latin American Anthropology Review 3, 2 

(1991), p. 79. 

Lovell, W. George
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Professional Activities and Affiliations 

Journals Edited  
 

Mesoamérica 60/61 (December 2020). 

 

Mesoamérica: Índice General 1-50 (June 2008).  

 

Mesoamérica 50 (June 2008). 

 

Mesoamérica 49 (June 2007). 

 

Mesoamérica 48 (June 2006). 

 

Mesoamérica 47 (June 2005). 

 

Mesoamérica 46 (June 2004 – Special issue on Chiapas).  

 

Mesoamérica 45 (June 2003 – Special issue on Panamá). 

 

Mesoamérica 44 (December 2002). 

 

Mesoamérica 43 (June 2002). 

 

Mesoamérica 42 (December 2001 – Special issue on Honduras). 

 

Mesoamérica 41 (June 2001). 

 

Mesoamérica 40 (December 2000). 

 

Mesoamérica 39 (June 2000 – Special issue on Yucatán). 

 

Mesoamérica 38 (December 1999). 

 

Mesoamérica 37 (June 1999 – Special issue on Environment and Development). 

 

Mesoamérica 36 (December 1998). 

 

[Issue numbers 36 to 50 of Mesoamérica and the ĺndice General of the journal’s contents 

from 1978 (1) to 2008 (50) were co-edited with Armando J. Alfonzo. Mesoamérica 

60/61, a double issue for the years 2018 and 2019, was a solo venture.] 

].  

Queen's Quarterly 99, 2 (Fall 1992), commemorative issue on America and Europe: 500 

Years after Columbus (invited guest editor). 

 



http://www.espacioeslava.com/
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Lovell, W. George. 1986. “An Instinct to Survive.” The Whig-Standard Magazine, 11 January, 

pp. 7-10. 

 

Lovell, W. George. 1985. “Guatemala: The Terror and Tyranny of a U.S. Ally in Central 

America.” The Daily Californian, 30 October, p. 4 (as Donald McAlpine*, with Eric 

Armstrong). 

 

Lovell, W. George. 1984. “Portraits of the Dispossessed.” The Whig-Standard Magazine, 4 

August, pp. 21-22. 

 

Lovell, W. George. 1984. “Guatemala: Bleeding in Silence.” The Whig-Standard Magazine, 30 

June, pp. 8-9.  

 

Lovell, W. George. 1984. “The Forgotten America.” The Whig-Standard Magazine, 12 May, p. 

23. 

 

Lovell, W. George. 1983. “Peronist Persuasion.” The Whig-Standard Magazine, 26 November, 

pp. 20-21. 

 

Lovell, W. George. 1983. “Heart of Darkness.” The Whig-Standard Magazine, 16 April, pp. 

18-19.  

 

Lovell, W. George. 1983. “Guatemala: The Peace of the Dead.” The Whig-Standard Magazine, 2 

April, pp. 5-7.  

 

Lovell, W. George. 1982. “Spain’s Legacy.” The Whig-Standard Magazine, 4 December,  pp. 4-6.  

 

Lovell, W. George. 1982. “Guatemala: The Screaming Grows Louder.” The Kingston Whig-

Standard, 7 October, p. 4. 

 

Lovell, W. George. 1982. “Death to a Banana Democracy.” The Whig-

The Whig-

Standard Magazine

-
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Lovell, W. George. 1981. “Rise and Fall of Tacho II.” The Whig-Standard Magazine, 26 

December, p. 19. 

 

Lovell, W. George. 1981. “Guatemala: The Sunshine and the Shadow.” The Wh
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