RoSS Winnie-the-Pooh
RICK
and the

Canadian Connection

Lately, there have been increasingly strident claims by both
Bntlsh and Amencans for ownershlp of Chnstopher Robin’s
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ANADIANS are reminded frequently

on national television ‘(and by

Canada Post, which issued four com-

memaors & Winnie-the-Pooh stamps

in 1996) that a bear cub dubbed “Winnie”

who would later captivate the five-year-old

Christopher Robin Milne at the London Zoo had originally come
from White River, Ontario, in 1g14. She had been bought at the sta-
tion from a trapper by Lieutenant Harry Colbourne, a native of
Winnipeg and a veterinarian, who was on his way overseas with the
Fort Garry Horse. Winnie served as mascot of the 2nd Canadian
Infantry Brigade in England until it embarked for France, when she
was left in the care of the London Zoo. She remained there, a great
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On 29 June 1910 Punch also published a poem by W.H. Ogilvie,
“The bear garden that I love.” It begins:

The house is full of Teddy bears;

They creep upon me unawares;

They catch my feet upon the mat

And make me think I've squashed the cat;
I sit upon them during meals B
And shiver at their long-drawn squeals;
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UT there is one eminent young
neanle’s nature-writer conspicu-
from this list: New

__
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Teddy is eventually driven back down the tree by the bees’ assaults,

He goes up the tree again slowly and deliberately, pulls away “a strip of
rotten wood” and gorges himself to bursting while the bees scurry to
save what they can of their precious honey.

Then, very slowly and heavily, grunting all the time, he climbed down
the bee-tree. ... He just waddled over to a nook between the roots of

the nest tree. gurled 11y hijg stickv nose berween his stickv naws and was
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N Christmas Eve of 1925, the
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the same circles as Roberts, himself a mem-
ber of the Authors’ Club and Poets’ Club
jggmd;m They hoth shared an interest

in the views of Teddy Roosevelt. (Roberts
was in New York in 19o2 when the
Berryman cartoon appeared, at the

fieezvbeg Mijpagrornt Cpbgidge Wosury--{guipher

as editor of Granta.) The “Punchian” tired by this time, so
humour of the Roberts-Roosevelt Gff  that is why he sang a

of 1go7 (especially the Powerr 2

Complaining Song. He
nearly there how,

toon) would no*,we escaped A if he just stood on
as editor of Punch. t branch
the g ,
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O this charming tale is perhaps

more Canadian than either of

: feuding parties in New

York or London would care to

admit. Pooh’s namesake, a Northern
Ontarioc black bear named “Winnie”
(after her first owner’s hometown of

-~ Winnipeg), was the flesh-and-blood

' bear that captivated Christopher Robin
; and his father at the London Zoo. And
_the plot of the very first chapter of
- Winnie-the-Pooh — in which a hungry

bear climbs a tree in the woods “silent

as a shadow” to steal honey from angry bees, falls to the ground, rolls
in mud, and tries again — is the creation of a New Brunswicker, Sir
Charles G.D. Roberts. Of course, we will have to accept with true
Canadian talerance that unlike Roherts’ “Teddv Bear” of “ereat deci-
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Isn’t it funny

How a bear likes honey?
Buzz! Buzz! Buzz!

I wonder why he does?
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“It’s a very funny thing,”
said Bear,
“but there seem to be two animals now.”

Winnie-the-Pooh



