


2

Whatever source is used, the supply must be continuous and
have a delivery pressure of 420 kPa (60 psi). The air must be
clean, dry and oil free. Approximately 50% of all gas unit fail-
ures are caused by moisture or other impurities inthe air
supply.

Excessive noise in the readout has also been attributed to
contaminated air. An air filter assembly is therefore an essen-
tial component of the atomic absorption spectrophotometer,
and its inclusion in the air supply installation is mandatory.
Weekly, check the air filter for particle and moisture accumu-
lation. When necessary, dismantle the air filter assembly and
clean the filter element, bowl, and drain valve components.
Use the following procedure for dismantling and cleaning the
air filters supplied with the instrument. 

1. Shut off the air supply and allow the system pressure to
bleed off. 

2. Unscrew the filter bowl, complete with automatic drain
valve. 

3. Unscrew the retaining ring and push the drain valve back
into the bowl. 

4. Unscrew the baffle carefully, and remove the filter and 
filter shield. 

5. Clean the filter bowl, drain valve components, baffle, and
filter shield by washing in a solution of soap and water.
DO NOT USE ORGANIC SOLVENTS AS THEY WILL
DESTROY THE BOWL AND VALVE COMPONENTS. Rinse
thoroughly in fresh water. 

6. Clean the filter element by washing in ethyl alcohol or
similar solvent. 

7. Ensure that all components are properly dried before 
reassembly. 

Nitrous Oxide Supply

The nitrous oxide used for atomic absorption spectrophotom-
etry must be oil free. If a heated regulator is not used, loss of
regulation can occur due to the expansion cooling effect
encountered when nitrous oxide is drawn from a cylinder.
This can lead to erratic results and create a potential flash-
back situation with manual gas control units: An acceptable
heated regulator may be ordered from any Agilent sales
office. The consumption rate is dependent on the application,
but is usually 10–20 liters per minute. 

General Instrument Maintenance

Dust and condensed vapors can accumulate on the instru-
ment case, and corrosive liquids can be spilled on the instru-
ment. To minimize damage, wipe off the instrument with a
damp, soft cloth using water or a mild detergent solution. DO
NOT USE ORGANIC SOLVENTS. The sample compartment
windows and the lamp windows can accumulate dust or fin-
gerprints. In such cases, clean the windows with a soft tissue
moistened with a methanol or ethanol and water solution. If
the windows are not clean, the operator will observe noisy
lamp signals and non-reproducible analytical results. 

The remaining optical components are sealed, but they should
not be exposed to corrosive vapors or a dusty atmosphere. In
laboratories where high concentrations of dust or vapors are
unavoidable, schedule a yearly check by a service engineer to
maintain the efficiency of optical light transmission in the
instrument. There is no need for an operator to clean the
sealed optical components.  

Gas Supply Maintenance

Three gases are suitable for flame M. Air and nitrous oxide
are used as combustion support gases (oxidants). Acetylene
is used as the fuel gas. Each gas is supplied to the instrument
through piped supply systems and rubber hoses. Copper or
copper alloy tubing may be used for the oxidant gases.
Acetylene should only be supplied through stainless steel or
black iron pipe. Check connections regularly between the sup-
ply and instrument for leaks, especially when tanks are
changed using a soap solution or commercial leak detector.
Check the rubber hoses connected to the instrument for fray-
ing and cracking. In addition, each time a tank is changed,
check the regulators and valves for proper operation. 

Because potentially toxic gases are used or produced in the
flame, it is necessary to use a suitable exhaust system with a
minimum capacity of 6 m3/min (200 cfm). A simple smoke
test will indicate if it is functioning properly. 

Compressed Air Supply
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Acetylene Supply

Acetylene is the only combustible gas which is normally used
in MS. The gas must be supplied packed in acetone. Some
companies supply acetylene packed in proprietary solvents,
but unfortunately the disadvantages outweigh the advan-
tages. The major disadvantage is that the solvent may be car-
ried over into the instrument and corrode the internal tubing,
causing a potential explosion hazard. Ensure that the acetylene
is at least 99.6% pure “M Grade” and packed in acetone. 

The delivery pressure must be regulated and never exceed
105 kPa (15 psi). Check the instrument operation manual for
the correct delivery pressure for the particular instrument
being used. In addition, check the acetylene cylinder pressure
daily, and maintain in excess of 700 kPa (100 psi) to prevent
acetone from entering the gas line and degrading analytical
results or causing damage to the instrument. 

Flame Component Maintenance

The flame component section of the instrument can be divid-
ed into three areas; the nebulizer, spray chamber and burner.
Each requires routine maintenance to assure optimum
performance. 

Nebulizer
The nebulizer area of the flame component consists of the
capillary tubing and the nebulizer body. Always ensure that
the plastic capillary tubing used for aspirating solutions is cor-
rectly fitted to the nebulizer capillary. Any leakage of air, tight
bends, or kinks will cause unsteady, non-reproducible
readings. 

At times the plastic capillary tubing can become clogged and
it will be necessary to cut off the clogged section or fit a new
piece of capillary tubing (about 15 cm long). in any event,
make sure the plastic capillary tubing fits tightly on the nebu-
lizer capillary. The nebulizer capillary can also become
clogged. If this occurs, proceed as follows: 

1. TURN THE FLAME OFF. 

2. Remove the plastic capillary tubing from the nebulizer. 

3. Remove the nebulizer from the bung. 

4. Dismantle the nebulizer as described in the instrument
operation manual or the instruction manual supplied with
the nebulizer. 

5. Place the nebulizer in an ultrasonic cleaner containing
0.5% liquid soap solution such as Triton X-100 for 5 to
10 minutes. If the ultrasonic bath fails to clear the block-

age, pass a burr-free nebulizer wire CAREFULLY through
the nebulizer and then repeat the ultrasonic cleaning
procedure. 

6. Re-assemble the nebulizer in accordance with the
instructions.

7. Install the cleaned nebulizer.

Replace the plastic capillary tubing.

If blockages are allowed to build up and are not removed,
the analytical signal will steadily drop until no absorbance
is observed.

8. Check the nebulizer body, capillary, and venturi occasion-
ally for corrosion. Nebulizer problems can be minimized
by taking care to always aspirate 50–500 mL of distilled
water at the end of each working day.

Spray Chamber
As the sample leaves the nebulizer it strikes the glass bead
and breaks into an aerosol of fine droplets. The efficiency of
the glass bead can be degraded by surface cracks, pitting and
the accumulation of solid material. The reduction in bead effi-
ciency can cause lower absorbance readings and noisy sig-
nals. When removing the nebulizer for inspection, always
check the glass bead. Look for pitting, cracks, breakage,
ensure that the adjusting mechanism operates properly and
that the bead is correctly positioned over the nebulizer outlet
(venturi). 

While the nebulizer and glass bead are removed from the
instrument for inspection, the spray chamber and liquid trap
should be removed, dismantled, and cleaned. Discard the liq-
uid in the liquid trap and wash both the spray chamber and
liquid trap tsr and
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