
 



 



 University Animal Care Committee Standard Operating Procedure 

 

Document No: 

7.31 

Subject: Tamoxifen Administration to Mice 

Date Issued:  

April 19th, 2024 

Revision: 

3 

Page No: 

3 



 University Animal Care Committee Standard Operating Procedure 

 

Document No: 

7.31 

Subject: Tamoxifen Administration to Mice 

Date Issued:  

April 19th, 2024 

Revision: 

3 

Page No: 

4 

 

 

- Oral Pipette or Gavage: 

¶ Peak plasma concentrations are achieved after 3-6 hours following oral 

administration but will depend on the solvent used. Plasma half-life is 

approximately 12 hours in mice. 

¶ More adverse effects (anorexia, gut stasis) may be experienced. 

¶ Requires handling and restraint; risks associated with oral gavage. 

¶ Neonatal pups (5-10 days of age): use <10uL and place in mouth by oral 

pipette to allow mouse to swallow rather than oral gavage. 

¶ If repeat oral gavage is required, consider tamoxifen diet.  

 

- Subcutaneous Injection: 

¶ Often administered in oil to achieve a depot effect; effect is detectable for 

weeks after injection. 

¶ The mixture is viscous and may require a slight warming to inject and the 

needle size may need to be 23 gauge. 

¶ Deliver injections at body temperature. 

 

- Intraperitoneal Injection: 

¶ The potential impact on animal welfare is high. May result in peritonitis, 

inflammatory effects, precipitation in the peritoneal region (sterile 

peritonitis), and general risks associated with IP injection (penetration of 
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