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Location:    QueenɅs University 

 

Responsibility:   Principal Investigators, Research Staff, Veterinary Staff 

 

Purpose:   The purpose of this Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) is to describe 

the use of barbiturates or injectable anesthesia for humanely killing an 

animal.  

 

1. Introduction and Definitions: As per the UACC policy on humane killing of animals 

used in science, overdose of barbiturates or injectable anaesthetic is an acceptable 

method of humane killing for rodents when conducted properly. Unless justified and 

approved in the Animal Use Protocol, a Primary method (rendering death) of humane 

killing must be followed by a Secondary (confirmation of death) method. 

 

Abbreviations:  Animal Care Services ACS, Principal Investigator PI, subcutaneous SC, 

intravenous IV, intraperitoneal IP, intramuscular IM, per os PO, per 

rectum PR 

 

2. Materials: 

¶ Sterile needles (assorted sizes ɀ 23-27g) 
¶ Sterile syringes (assorted sizes 1-10ml) 

¶ Barbiturate or injectable anaesthesia 

 

 

3. Procedures:  

¶ Using an appropriate gauge needle, restrain the animal gently and 
inject one of the following intraperitoneally: 

1) Three times the calculated anesthetic dose or; 

2) 100mg/kg sodium pentobarbital. 

¶
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¶ To confirm death, monitor the animal for the 



http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/aalas/jaalas%3Bjsessionid%3D24r2a8su0eh6p.x-ic-live-01
http://www.ccac.ca/Documents/Standards/Guidelines/Euthanasia.pdf

