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PHYS 590 – PHYSICS UNDERGRADUATE 

RESEARCH THESIS 

Course Syllabus – 2023/24 
This is your course syllabus. Please download the file and keep it for future reference. 

TEACHING TEAM 

COURSE COORDINATOR 

Alex Wright 
Department of Physics, Engineering Physics, and Astronomy 
Queen’s University 
 
E-mail:  awright@queensu.ca 
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PHYS 590 (Fall 2023/Winter 2024: 6.0 Units) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Investigation of a contemporary research topic in physics or astronomy under the supervision of 
a faculty member, and leading to a written thesis and an oral presentation of results. 

PRE-REQUISITES 

Level 4 or above and registration in a PHYS, ASPH or MAPH Plan 

PRE-R
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Written Report Drafts (Midyear and Final)  
Report drafts are due about two weeks before each of the major reports. These drafts, in pdf form, 
should be sent electronically to your supervisor and the course coordinator for 
comment/feedback. The drafts are meant to be an opportunity for us to provide you with 
constructive feedback, so the more complete the draft the more useful our feedback can be. The 
drafts should include at a minimum a properly formatted skeleton of the paper with section 
headings, an image, and a point form outline of what you plan to say in each section – this will 
help you get started with your thinking about the draft contents and ensure you have the 
formatting tools in place
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GRADING 

The major deliverables in this course will be evaluated by a committee including your supervisor 
and two faculty members who are experts in your research area.
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COURSE COMMUNICATION 

COURSE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Course announcements will be circulated by email. Please check your Queen’s email account on 
a regular basis.  

COURSE WEB SITE 

The course web site is available at 
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appointments. You can meet on an ongoing basis with an EAL consultant to work on 
your academic writing, speaking, listening, and reading skills. 

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR DISABILITIES  

Queen's University is committed to working with students with disabilities to remove barriers to 
their academic goals. Queen's Student Accessibility Services (QSAS), students with disabilities, 
instructors, and faculty staff work together to provide and implement academic accommodations 
designed to allow students with disabilities equitable access to all course material (including in-
class as well as exams). If you are a student  currently experiencing barriers to your academics 
due to disability related reasons, and you would like to understand whether academic 
accommodations could support the removal of those barriers, please visit the QSAS website to 
learn more about academic accommodations or start the registration process with QSAS by 
clicking Access Ventus button at 
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Each Faculty has developed a protocol to provide a consistent and equitable approach in dealing 
with requests for academic consideration for students facing extenuating circumstances.  For 
more information, undergraduate students in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences should consult the 
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3. Fairness     Academic communities of integrity establish clear and transparent 
expectations, standards, and practices to support fairness in the interactions of students, 
faculty, and administrators. 
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LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

Queen’s University is situated on the traditional territory of the Anishinaabek and 
Haudenosaunee.  


